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      August 2019 Newsletter 
 

We are gifted people! 
St. Paul writes: 

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want 
you to be uninformed.  

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and 
there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good.  

11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who 
allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.  

1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-7, 11 
 
We trust and know that God gifts us in a variety of ways, “for the 
common good.”  Yes, sometimes, we question how the gifts of others 

that are so different from ours, can be a gift.   We are all so different – which is the blessing.  But we 
are also human and the differences can make us question ourselves and feel insecure. 
 
I know you all have worked with 3 or 4 others on a committee, or project. The committee comes 
together with a variety of personalities around the table.  It is now always easy.  The extrovert and the 
introvert see things differently. The organizer and the creative spirit have very different ways of 
planning. Yet, the ministry has to move forward.  
 
Paul tells us that our spiritual gifts, (personalities included) have been given to us for the common good 
–to build up the body of Christ.  He doesn’t talk much about what it looks like with all those gifts and 

personalities come together in one room 😊 Yet, with Christ, it always works out.  We are beautiful, 
gifted, children of God. The ministry we are called to is good for the whole Body of Christ.  We do it 
together as God’s people.  We challenge ourselves to look with favor on the gifts of others even when 
they are very different from our own.  It is when we walk the path of unity that the love of God 
flourishes in us and in the community we serve.  Jesus says “Go and do likewise!” 
 
God’s, peace, 
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 We are praying for… 
 
We are praying for… 

Our members: 
Kedrin Armenta, Pat Broschard, V- Anne Chernock, 
Bev Duncan, Judith Eckhart, Bob Evans, Lynn 
Hallahan, Sarajane Hakenen, Jim Hanser and family, 
Sheridan Matthews, Karen Mullin, Larry Nelson, Stu 
Reid, Cheryl Rasmussen, Josephine Lord-Traughber. 
 
Our homebound: 
Sylvia Buringrud, Anita East, Alice Freeman, 
Margaret Heins, Lillian Manning, Nina Pfiefer, Roger 
& Shirley Quinn, Doris Sams, Norm Skoglund, Doris 
Trean. 
 
Those who are mourning: 
The Etta Sivertsen family 
The Lee family 
 
Our friends and loved ones: 
Karen Digman, Rhonda Francis, Tori Francis, John 
Grady, Jackie Gregory, Paul Grundmann, Brian 

Hanson, Robert Johnson, Tim Lingel, Clancy Long-
Sheek, Dave Smith, Gabbie & Gary Ludwig, Jack 
McPike, Tina Pastore, Jonathan Quinn, Wanda 
Spencer, Shelly, Mary Vigliezone, Dom Villegas, 
Robert Williamson and family, Tom Wood. 
 
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date.  
Especially the friends list. 
  
If you asked us to put a friend on the list, please 
update the church office as soon as possible. If a 
someone is doing well, please let us know. If you 
would like to add someone, please call the office 
(707) 422-4741 or email 
office@stmarksfairfield.org.  

mailto:office@stmarksfairfield.org


 

 August 

 2019 

3 

 

 
 

Capitol Valley Conference 
 

August 15, 2019 
10:00 a.m. 

 
Pastor Karen will host the Capitol Valley 
Conference meeting at St. Mark’s on August 15.  
Our topic for the day is What is God doing in 
the Church with Conflict? Please keep the 
rostered leaders of our Conference in prayer as 
we tackle tough topics. 

 

Confirmation Parents and 

Students Conversation 
 

August 15, 2019 
6:00 p.m. 

 
Pastor Karen invites all parents and students 
(7th – 12th) grade who have not completed a 
confirmation program and wish to, to join her 
for conversation in the Digerud Room. 
 
We will talk about the program, the curriculum, 
and what parents and students would like to 
see for this program. 
 
Other interested folks are welcome to join us. 

 

Education Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, August 21, 2019 

1:00 p.m. 
 
The Education Committee will meet on August 
21 to look at our fall programing options.  If you 
have any ideas you would like to share, please 
feel free to contact Committee Chair, Cindy 
deRosier. 
 
 

 
 
 

Pastor Karen’s vacation 
 
Pastor Karen will be on vacation from August 
24 – September 6.  If you are in need of 
pastoral care assistance in her absence, please 
contact Pat Broschard of the Care and Kindness 
committee or the church office.  
 

Welcome Pastors Dick Smith 

and Paul Theiss 
August 25 and September 1 will be special days 
at St. Mark’s as we welcome two of our local 
pastors to our worship service. 
 
We are grateful for their willingness to lead us 
in worship and praise on those days. 
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Healthy Start Update 
 

The Healthy Start team has been working 
diligently to achieve the goals set at our first 
gathering last fall.  Since that time, we have 
met twice to review our goals, re-evaluate and 
celebrate what has been done.  Our July 
meeting had to be postponed until August, but 
here are the goals we set and what has been 
done to date: 

1. Develop a strategy for outreach and 
inviting activities. 

a. Spruced up narthex to make it 
more welcoming 

b. Planned 4th of July float and bbq 
for the community 

c. Set-up a new “Kids’ Corner” in 
the sanctuary to make it more 
inviting for children. 

2. Organize small gatherings to get to 
know Pastor Karen and each other. 

a. February event hosted by Sam 
and Karen Mullin 

b. July event hosted by June and 
Les Johnsen 

3. Complete job description for Volunteer 
Coordinator 

a. A series of sample descriptions 
have been gathered. 

4. Develop a plan for confirmation 
a. Confirmation curriculum was 

approved and program outlined. 
b. First classes held with one 

student. 

c. Parents’ and students’ meeting 
for fall 2019 scheduled for 
August 15. 

5. Develop consensus about terminology 
and process used for longer-range 
planning. 

a. In process 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
August 22, 2019. 
 

 

  
 

Lutheran Engagement Advocacy 

in Nevada 
 
During the month of August our Second Mile 
offerings will be donated to LEAN. 
 
Representing member congregations of the 
Grand Canyon and Sierra Pacific Synods of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, LEAN 
advocates for the common good and promotes 
public policies that reflect the Christian values 
of peacemaking, hospitality to strangers, care 
for creation, and concern for people living in 
poverty and struggling with hunger and 
disease. 
 
Please keep LEAN in your prayers this month 
and consider an additional offering toward 
their ministries. The Sierra Pacific Synod is 
blessed to accompany this organization in 
mutual ministry as we proclaim God’s creative, 
redeeming and sanctifying love in our synod. 
 

https://leanforjustice.wordpress.com/
https://leanforjustice.wordpress.com/
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July 11, 2019 
 
Here are some highlights from our meeting.  The 

minutes of the meeting will be available in the 
narthex after their approval.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact a council 
member. 

• Financial reports revealed a positive trend 
in June. 

• Council approved the Mutual Ministry 
Committee description as presented 

• Council approved a process to begin the 
search for a new Director of Youth and 
Children’s Ministry 

• Council reviewed Vacation Bible School  

• Celebrated the success of the 4th of July 
parade and bbq 

• Discussed the program by LSS in Solano 
County and how St. Mark’s can support it; 
we will consider preparing “move-in” 
baskets for those receiving housing, 
Christmas gifts for the 12 Fairfield residents 
in the program and donating books to the 
bookstore that supports the program. 

• Postponed review of Operations Manual 
Chapter 5 Appendices 

• Next Council meeting will be August 8 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Digerud Room 

 
 

 
 

Summer Lunch volunteers 

 
Ruth Sweat, Marilyn Kilian, Kathy Doty, Stu Reid, 
Dave McCallum, Janelle Jolley, Josephine Traughber 

 
 
 

 
 

We wish you a Happy Birthday!!! 
08/04 Armenta, Ronald 

08/05 Jolley, Robert 
08/08 Hanser, Gabrielle 

08/09 Gilliam, Javon 
08/10 Spengler, Karen 
08/11 Nelson, Barbara 

08/13 Noll, Bette 
08/14  Zaier, Jerry 

08/15 Camara, Tracy 
08/16 Hanser, James 

08/16 Hefner-Gravink, Ann 
08/17 Puskas, Illiana 

08/20 Armenta, Kedrin 
08/20 Jordan, MaryAnne 
08/22 Maneja, Flordeliza 

08/29 McGee, Robert 
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Upcoming Scripture readings 

 
August 4 – Lectionary 18 (Pent 8) 
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

Psalm 49:1-12 
Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21 
 

              August 11 – Lectionary 19 (Pent 9) 
Genesis 15:1-6 
Psalm 33:12-22 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16  
Luke 12:32-40 

 
August 18 – Lectionary 20 (Pent 10) 

Jeremiah 23:23-29 
Psalm 82 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2  
Luke 12:49-56  

 
August 25 – Lectionary 21 (Pent 11) 

Isaiah 58:9b-14 
Psalm 103:1-8 

Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 

 
September 1– Lectionary 22 (Pent 12) 

Proverbs 25:6-7 
Psalm 112 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 

SAVE THE DATE 

11th Annual Golf Tournament 
  

 

 
Sign up by August 30 to reserve your 

spot. Contact Janelle at 
jazevedo@telstarinc.com! 

 

 

mailto:jazevedo@telstarinc.com
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BACK TO SCHOOL RESOURCE 

FAIR  

AUGUST 24, 2019 

10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. 
 

Please join us in supporting students of the Fairfield-Suisun 
Unified School District by donating backpacks and school supplies 
to the Back to School Resource Fair. The Back to School Resource 

Fair is an annual event held at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church located at 1600 Union Avenue, Fairfield, 
California.  
 
While families enjoy the live entertainment, nonprofit organizations provide free games, face painting, 
popcorn, snow cones and resources such as, fingerprinting, health screenings, community resources, 
free food, and backpacks stuffed with school supplies. On average close to 1,500 backpacks filled with 
school supplies are distributed at this annual event.  
 
If you are able to donate a new backpack(s) or school supplies you will help our students have a 
successful start to their school year. Items needed:  
 

• Backpacks (please do not donate red or 
blue backpacks)  

• Elementary girl backpacks 

• Wide/College ruled spiral notebooks 

• wide/college ruled filler paper (150 
sheets pack) 

• 24 pack crayons 

• 10 pack color markers 

• any pencils 

• blue and/or black pens  

•  red pens 

• Safety Scissors 

• any erasers 

• highlighters  
 
All items may be dropped off at St. Mark’s on Sunday mornings or Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 
noon. If you are unable to donate backpacks and would like to make a monetary donation, cash or 
checks are welcome! Checks should be made out to FSUSD – Healthy Start FRC and may be placed in 
the offering plate on Sunday morning or dropped off at St. Mark’s office. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding 
this request, please contact Janelle Jolley or Dave 
McCallum. 
 
Also note that the Bethel Room and Fireside 
Rooms will be used to prepare for the event from 
August 20 through 23.  



 

 August 

 2019 

8 

 

 
 
 

  

  
 

Our 2019 Project 
 
This year our youth are coordinating with 
Sustainable Solano to participate a tree 
planting event in Fairfield for “God’s Work, Our 
Hands” Sunday, September 8. We will gather at 
St. Mark’s at 1:00 pm.  Our groups will then be 
dispersed to different sites where we will plant 
some new trees!  
 
All members of the Congregation are 
encouraged to participate. 
 
Please contact Ron Armenta at 
ron@stmarksfairfield.org to volunteer for this 
service filled event.                  

 

Mexico Mission Success!! 
 

 
 
Thank you to the congregation and everyone 
who supported this year’s Mexico Mission trip! 
We were able to successfully build a home for 
the Lopez-Yanez family.  We were blessed 
through getting to know Valetin, Araceli, their 
three children, Juan, Angela and 5-year old 
Jesus, as we built hope and a home together.  
 
Our team this year was: 
Pastor Karen    Ron Armenta 
Ann Hefner-Gravink   Justin Devine 
Jenn Counihan   Ryan Crone 
Garret Gravink   Roland Lubin 
Gabby Hansen   Andrea Hallahan  
Jade Walker    TJ Matthews 
Jordan Jackson  Kinsley Gonzalez  
Maddie Sciortino   Ashlynne Kraly  
Cristian Botello  Danny Lynch 
Elizabeth Peregoy   Charlie Thoma 
Kae-sn  Chang-Shultz 
 
Again, thank you for your continued love and 
support for our youth ministries.  August 4th is 
Mexico Sunday where our team will share their 
experience in Mexico with congregation. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Ron Armenta  



 

 August 

 2019 

9 

 

 
 

Manna Food Pantry 
 
Manna Food Pantry is a ministry of St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church and Preschool.  
We exist to serve the needs of people in 
our community.  There are no 
requirements for receiving food. All are 
welcome! 
 
The Pantry is in need of paper bags and 
canned fruit, please feel free to drop off 
bags during office hours Monday-Friday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
 

Holy Family Old Catholic 

Church 

Food Pantry 
 

Every 2nd Saturday 
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

(distributed from the Manna Food 
Pantry at St. Mark’s) 

 

 
St. Mark’s is pleased to host the Contra Costa & 
Solano County Food Bank on our campus.  Food 
is distributed from the Manna Food Pantry door 
on our campus.  Here are more details: 

 

Fairfield Senior Food Program 

Distribution Schedule for 2019 

at St. Mark’s, Fairfield 
 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

 
June 5 and 19 
July 3 and 17 

August 7 and 21 
September 4 and 18 

October 2 and 16 

 

Food Assistance Program 
Second Wednesday 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
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Join us for worship… 

Sundays 

9:45 a.m. Traditional Service with Children’s Church 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship 

11:15 Adult Education Hour 

11:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 

 
 

St. Mark’s Mission 
To Nurture Discipleship, Communicate the Gospel and Serve the Community. 
 
 

St. Mark’s Vision 
To transform each church member into Christ-led disciples, nurtured and equipped by God’s Word, whose 
purpose is to build up the Body of Christ in Solano County and the world. 
 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 
 

1600 Union Avenue, Fairfield, CA  94533 
707-422-4741 

office@stmarksfairfield.org; www.stmarksfairfield.org 
 

                                                                  Rev. Karen Stetins, Senior Pastor 
Ron Armenta, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 

Semyon Lohss, Accompanist, Choral Director 
Alicia Henderson, Office Administrator 

Lucille Bowers, Preschool Director 
Michelle Aas, SMLC's bookkeeper 

 
Council Members 

Janelle Jolley (President), Dan DiSano (Vice President), Jeff Thoma (Secretary), 
Nancy Huston (Finance Chair), Dave McCallum & Ruth Sweatt (Members at Large), 

Linda Frogget (Financial Secretary), Lew Broschard (Treasurer) 


