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You have heard us talking about becoming a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Community. Whether or not you have joined us at 

the adult forum the past two months, all members will be asked to vote on joining the RIC community at the upcoming 

Congregational meeting in January, so it is important to understand what we are hoping to do. We are not trying to change 

St. Mark’s into somewhere new or push current members away. The organization that we have been working with, 

Reconciling Works, says it best, “ReconcilingWorks respects and honors the need of some for safe space and sanctuary due 

to fear of oppression for who they are or because of whom they love.” 

If approved by the congregation, we would post our welcoming statement (see draft below) on the website, display the RIC 

logo publicly, and continue to search for opportunities to be welcoming and affirming of people no matter what their sexual 

orientation or gender identity. 

Lutherans Concerned for Gay People was founded in June 1974, at the University of Minnesota. For 45 years, the 

organization now known as ReconcilingWorks: Lutherans for Full Participation has advocated for the full welcome, 

inclusion, and equity of LGBTQIA+ Lutherans in all aspects of the life of their Church, congregations, and community. More 

information can be found at https://www.reconcilingworks.org/ 

“In relationships built through outreach and education, ReconcilingWorks shares Christ's message, the Gospel, which is for 

everyone equally. We are Lutherans working with the recognition that racism, sexism, ageism, able-ism, heterosexism, 

homophobia, and all the other artificial distinctions that seek to raise one group into privilege and preference over another, 

conspire together to diminish our world and church.” 

An independent, Lutheran, membership-supported organization, ReconcilingWorks is committed to strengthen all of God’s 

beloved for authentic, visible, faithful lives and to work for systemic change within the church and society. We believe 

reconciling works, for the sake of the world. 

 

Your input on our welcoming statement is encouraged. We will continue to send out updates as needed between now and 

the January meeting.  Please email, call or text Ann Hefner-Gravink at dr_annhg@sbcglobal.net  or 707-688-8800. Thank 

you to everyone who contributed to our journey. 

Draft Welcoming Statement 

We are St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where everyone is welcomed and everyone is loved. We invite all into the grace, love 

and acceptance we have from God.   

We welcome YOU:  who you are, as you are. 

o All who are partnered, married, divorced, single, with or without children 

o All sexual orientations, gender identities and gender expressions  

o All racial, ethnic, and social backgrounds 

o All who are homed or homeless 

o All who are struggling with addictions or other personal hardships 

o All ages and levels of physical and mental health and abilities 

o All faith backgrounds, those questioning their faith and those new to faith 

We invite you to fully participate in the life and ministry of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where we seek to share God’s love 

and grace through word and action. 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

1600 Union Avenue 

Fairfield, California 

 

December 2019 Newsletter 

“A Welcoming Congregation” 

https://www.reconcilingworks.org/
mailto:dr_annhg@sbcglobal.net
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Hanging of 

the Greens 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 1, 2019 

10:00 a.m. 
 
Everyone is invited to participate in this adventure!  
During the worship the 10:00 a.m. worship service 
we will kick-off the holiday season by blessing each 
item that enhances our worship space.  This is a 
participatory event!  There will be something for 
everyone to do.   
 
You are invited to bring your favorite wreath from 
home to be a part of the blessing.  Then bring the 
wreath and the blessings into your own home.  Join 
us!   
 

Advent Worship Opportunities 
 

“Unto You” 
A Worship 
Series for 
Advent  
 

Sunday 
mornings 
9:45 a.m. and 
11:45 a.m. 
 
 
This series of 

worship services for the Sundays of Advent, 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day walks through 
the key verses of Luke 2 that remind us that 
Christ has come to each one of us. We remember 
in this series that we are registered as children of 
God, we are part of God’s lineage, we have great 

joy because of God’s firstborn Son and we find 
glory and good news in the Christ Child. 
 
Join us each Sunday morning and Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day to hear the amazing story of 
our Savior coming to us as a vulnerable, helpless 
child. 
 
Midweek Worship 
Songs of the Season 
Join us every Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. for 
worship. We will talk about the songs in scripture 
that tell the story of God’s love incarnate. 
 

 
Wednesday, December 4 
Luke 1:57-79 
A Father’s Song (Zechariah) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, 
December 11 
Luke 1:39-56 
A Mother’s Song 
(Mary) 
 

 
 
 
Wednesday, December 18  
Luke 2:8-20 
The Angels’ Song 
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Blue Christmas 
 
A service for all of us who struggle during the 
holidays. 
 

Sunday, December 22, 2018 
4:00 p.m. 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

For many people, the approaching Christmas 
holiday does not bring with it the joy and happiness 
advertised on television or in greeting cards.  
Psychologists have long known that the contrived 
good cheer of the holiday season can actually make 
some people who are dealing with heartbreak feel 
worse.  

Holidays in our culture are often about families, and 
families are not always happy institutions. The "Blue 
Christmas" concept serves an important function 
for those who have lost loved ones. The biggest 
relief for people who are grieving comes when it is 
named. The Blue Christmas service confronts 
feelings of grief and loss head-on. Cultures across 
the world have festivals of light this time of year. It 
is really dark, and it is really a hard time for many 
people. This church service acknowledges just how 
dark the dark is.   

Blue Christmas services include an emphasis on 
candles, with people in the congregation invited to 
come forward and light a candle in memory of 
someone or to mark an event in their lives. These 
services have a more quiet, somber feel then a 
traditional Christmas worship service. Scripture, 
music and reflections focus on the comfort God 
offers during dark times, the "winter of our souls." 

The festivities of the season seem to magnify the 
grief or pain people are experiencing.  The 
commercials tout "Joyous Noel" and carolers sing 
"Tidings of comfort and joy"… but many among us 
have hearts that are breaking. 

We invite you to a Blue Christmas service of 
remembrance and reflection on Sunday, December 
22 at 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary of St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church.  All are welcome to participate in 
this service.  
 
For more information, go to 
www.stmarksfairfield.org or call 707-422-4741. 
 

 
 

Christmas Program 

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 

6:00 p.m. 
 

The children of the congregation and the Preschool 
are invited to join us for a special evening 
celebrating Jesus’ birthday. 
 
The children will sing Away in a Manger and Little 
Drummer Boy.  There will be no advance rehearsals 
needed for preschool children this year.  Youth from 
St. Marks will do a single rehearsal on Wednesday, 
December 18th from 5:45 to 6:30.  
 
All other children will receive costumes when they 
arrive at church on the 24th (about 5:45, please), we 
will have angel, shepherd, and animal costumes for 
your children to put on.  At a certain point in the 
story, the children will come up (led by St. Mark’s 
youth) and gather around the manger. We will sing 
our songs and then the children will be dismissed to 
go with our adult volunteers to have a birthday 
party for Jesus.  After the party, children will return 
to the worship center for Holy Communion and 
Candle lighting ceremony.  It will be a great evening 
to celebrate with your families.  (P.S. If your child is 
reluctant to put on a costume – no worries, they 
can still come up with the other kids!) 
 

http://www.stmarksfairfield.org/
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Welcome Roland Lubin 
 
It is our great pleasure to welcome Roland Lubin as 
our new Director of Contemporary Music. Roland 
has experience with a number of different 
instruments and about 10 years of experience 
playing church music. Roland likes to keep people’s 
spirits uplifted and understands music as a way of 
connecting with ourselves and the spirit within.  He 
likes music to uplift those who have worshiped for a 
long time and those new to our worship experience. 
Please stop and introduce yourself next you see 
him.  

 
 

With my 

sincere 

thanks…  
The Worship & 
Music Committee 
selected a nativity 
scene for the front 
of our worship 
space.   

 
It is my pleasure to gift that nativity scene to the 
congregation as a token of my appreciation for your 
love and support during my recovery.  I am blessed 
to be a part of this faith community and pray that 
when you see the nativity each year you will be 
encouraged to do as Jesus would have done for 
everyone in need. 
 
Blessings and love, 
Pastor Karen 

 
 

Christmas Worship 
 

Join us as we celebrate the birth of the Christ Child! 
 

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 – Christmas Eve 
6:00 p.m. Family Worship 

8:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 
 

Wednesday, December 25, 2019 – Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Family Time Events 
 

Families of all kinds 
are invited to joins for 
special Advent 
events: 
 
Sunday, December 8 

Advent/Christmas 
Crafts for Everyone 

11:00 a.m. 
Fireside Room 

 
Join some of our favorite crafters in making 
ornaments and decorations to help celebrate the 
season. 
 

Sunday, December 15 
Cookies and Carols 

11:00 a.m. 
Fireside Room 

 
Everyone is invited to bring 
their favorite Christmas cookie to share (bring your 
recipes, too). Barbara Nelson will lead us in our 
favorite Christmas Carols.  
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We are praying for… 
Our members: 
Kedrin Armenta, Pat Broschard, V-Anne Chernock, 
Judith Eckhart, Lynn Hallahan, Sarajane Hakenen, 
Jim Hanser and family, Karen Mullin, Cheryl 
Rasmussen, Gerda Reid, Pastor Karen Stetins and 
Josephine Traughber.   
 
Our homebound: 
Sylvia Buringrud, Bev Duncan, Anita East, Bob 
Evans, Alice Freeman, Margaret Heins, Lillian 
Manning, Barbara Patterson, Nina Pfiefer, Roger & 
Shirley Quinn, Norm Skoglund, Doris Trean. 
 
Our friends and loved ones: 
Erik Andrin, Victoria Armenta, Sue Aperans, Zac 
Dewey, Karen Digman, Beverly & Randy Elrod, 
Rhonda Francis, Tori Francis, Brian Hanson, Becky 
Hirschkorn, Pam Houghton, Dan Macy, Ron Vang, 
May Vigliezone, Ida Volk, Aidan Volk, Robert 
Williamson and family, Tom Wood.  
 
Prayers of condolence: 
The family of Doris Sams. 
 
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date.  
Especially the friends list. If you asked us to put a 
friend on the list, please update the church office as 
soon as possible. If a someone is doing well, please 
let us know. If you would like to add someone, 
please call the office (707) 422-4741 or email 
office@stmarksfairfield.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Doris Sams 
Our deepest Sympathies are with the family of Doris 
Sams who entered the church triumphed on 
November 16. At Doris’ request, there will no 
visitation or funeral service.  Her ashes will be 
interred at the national cemetery in Dixon in late 
January.  Cards of condolence may be sent to her 
daughter, Shavonne Saroyan at 4935 Stacy St, 
Oakland, CA  94605 and/or her sister, Fran Hegler at 
3269 Seminole Circle, Fairfield, CA  94534. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Wednesdays – 6:00 p.m. 
Digerud Room (Dec. 4 & 18 
no study on Dec. 11 or 25) 

 
Tuesdays – 10:30 a.m. 

Pastor’s office 
Beginning December 3, 2019 
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     SPS Second Mile Giving 

December 2019 
 

Pray. Give. Encourage. 

 
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary equips 
faithful leaders who enliven the church and care for 
the world. Today is a new day for theological 
education in the West. With expanded residential 
and online learning options, new faculty, shared 
teaching resources within Cal Lutheran and the 
Graduate Theological Union, our students learn, 
live, and serve in a place that is multi-cultural, 
economically diverse, and invigorating. PLTS is one 
of eight seminaries of the ELCA, a founding member 
of the Graduate Theological Union, and a graduate 
school of California Lutheran University. PLTS was 
the first ELCA seminary to become Reconciling in 
Christ (RIC). Theological education at PLTS is done in 
the context of people who are rich and poor, liberal 
and conservative, and a wide array of human race, 
religion, sexuality, education, experience, and 
background. If our theology did not take all people 
into account, it would be deficient. Follow us on 
social media: 
https://www.facebook.com/pltsofclu/.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome Ministerios Ebenezer 

 
We are delighted to welcome Pastors Enrique and 
Noemi Vasquez and their congregation to the St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church Campus. 
 
Beginning in December the congregation will 
worship in our Community Center on Sundays from 
2:30 – 4:00 p.m.  The service is offered in Spanish. 
 
Please welcome Prs. Enrique and Noemi if you see 
them on campus. 
 
 
 

 
 

2019 Christmas Poinsettias  

Each Christmas Eve, we decorate the church with 
Poinsettias to commemorate people and occasions 
you will be able to take home your poinsettia after 
Christmas. Flowers must be ordered by December 
22. If you want to make your check out to St. 
Mark’s. Please write Altar Guild on the memo line. 
Thank you. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pltsofclu/
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12/27 Diane & Vic Metz 
12/27 Gerda & Stu Reid 

 
 

 
 

We wish you a Happy Birthday!!! 
 

12/02 Charlotte Rivers 
12/03 Diane Metz 

12/05 Charlie Thoma 
12/11 Margaret Heins 
12/16 Michael Pienovi 

12/18 Nyla Gilliam 
12/21 Jacqueline Marrolli 

12/22 Dan DiSano 
12/22 Leslie Johnsen 
12/25 Chris Moore 

12/26 Nicole Arnold 
12/27 Judy Lyons 

12/28 Alice Freeman 
12/28 Reya DiSano 

12/29 Kristen Dantin 

 
 

Christmas Baskets  
 
Everyone is encouraged to donate non-perishable 
items for the Christmas Food Baskets. We need 
canned vegetables, fruit, pasta, soup, etc. Also, we 
need dried boxed items (mac and cheese, potatoes, 
etc.).  Let your neighbors know, too.  
 
This is an annual event that helps our community 
and is a joy to know that our hungry neighbors are 
served. 
 
Also looking for 2020 calendars and blank Christmas 
cards that we can also put in the bags. 
 
Please place your items in the black bin in the 
narthex or the church office no later than Friday, 
December 13 at noon. 
 
If you know of someone who is need of a little 
support this year, please have them pick up a ticket 
from Manna Food Pantry on Tuesdays, December 3 
or 10 between 3:30 and 5:30 p.m. A limited number 
of tickets are available. 
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Dates to Remember:  

• Friday, December 6th, Advent Fair 6:00 pm 
to 8:00 pm  

• Monday, December 23rd thru Friday, 
January 3rd, Preschool Closed  

• Monday, January 6th, Preschool Resumes  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Mark your calendars now! 

 
The St. Mark’s Lutheran Church annual meeting will 
be Sunday, January 19, 2020 immediately following 
our joint worship service at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Committee Chairs and team leaders are asked to 
submit their annual report (narrative and financial, 
if applicable) to the church office no later than 
Sunday, January 5. 
 
Also, we will have two adult forums to discuss the 
2020 budget. Join us in the Digerud Room at 11:15 
on January 5 and 12 to ask questions and share your 
thoughts. 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Scripture readings 
 

December 1 – 1 Advent 
Isaiah 60:1-3 

Psalm 121 
Isaiah 9:6-7 

John 1:1-5, 9-14 
Luke 2:1-7 

2 Timothy 4:8 
 

December 8 – 2 Advent 
2 Samuel 7:4-5 
Galatians 4:4-7 

Matthew 1:18-23 
 

December 15 – 3 Advent 
Isaiah 55:10-13 

Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:8-10 

 
December 22 – 4 Advent 

Exodus 13:11-16 
Colossians 1:15-20 

Luke 2:6-7 
 

December 29 -1 Christmas 
Isaiah 63:7-9  

Psalm 148  
Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 
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November 14, 2019 
The SMLC Council held it’s monthly meeting on 
November 14 at 5:00 p.m. 

• Pastor Karen led devotions entitled 
“Removing Obstacles” based on Isaiah 
57:14 

• Minutes of October 17 meeting were 
approved as amended. 

• Stew Irwin, Chair of the Budget Committee 
reviewed the committee’s work today and 
indicated that our projected income for 
2020 is significantly less than our projected 
expenses.  Cuts will need to be made. He 
made some suggestions for the council to 
consider.  The conversation will continue 
and the committee will present their 
recommendations to the council at their 
December 12 meeting. 

• Financial reports were reviewed and 
approved.  Nancy indicated that revenues 
were lower in October than last year; 
expenses were also lower due in part to 
Pastor’s disability.  

• Council approved allowing the Wednesday 
Club to sell cookbooks as a fundraiser on 
Sunday, November 17. 

• Council approved the Letter of Offer for 
Roland Lubin as part-time Director of 
Contemporary Music. 

• Council approved the appointment of Carrie 
Findleton to the Preschool Board. 

• Council discussed this year’s Christmas Eve 
family service activities.   

• Council received a report from Worker’s 
Comp that allows Pr. Karen to return to 
work on a limited basis (25 hours/week) 

• Council received information: Christmas 
Basket give away will be held on Monday, 
December 16 at 3:30 p.m.  Tickets are 
available on Tuesdays from 3:30 – 5:30 at 
the Food Pantry. 
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Youth Meeting 
 

Youth Planning Meeting on Tuesday December 3rd 
at 6:00 pm in Ron’s office. 

We will be focused on Crab Feed planning.  Please 
join us! 

 

 
 

 
 

Youth Group Winter Retreat 

 
January 10th - 12th, 2020 

$95.00 Per Person 
(Includes Transportation, Lodging, Meals & 

Sledding) 
Register By December 18th, 2019 

 

Genesis Family Winter Retreat 
February 28th - March 1st, 2020 

$95.00 Per Person 
One Parent/Guardian Per Family Required To 

Attend Retreat 
(Includes Transportation, Lodging, Meals & 

Sledding) 
Register by December 29th, 2019 

 

 
 

SMLC Youth Group 
Hockey Game Trip 
JANUARY 18, 2020 

DEPARTING @ 3:00 P.M. 
Stockton Heat VS. Colorado Eagles 

ONLY 20 TICKETS AVAILABLE 
SIGN-UP BY DECEMBER 15, 2019 

 
 

 
 

SMLC Youth Crab Feed 
FEBRUARY 22, 2020 

1600 Union Avenue, Fairfield 
6:00 p.m. (doors open at 5:00 p.m.) 

To Benefit:  
2020 Mexico Mission Trip, 

And St Mark’s Youth Ministries 
Tickets: $60.00 

All You Can Eat Crab, Pasta & Salad 
Live Music, No Host Bar, Raffles & More 

Tickets Go on Sale December 15 
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Sierra Pacific Synod Youth 

Committee  

 
High School Retreat  

February 21 - 23, 2020 
Friday 7:30pm - Sunday 11:30am 

$140 Per Student 
This retreat is for students in grades 9-12. 

This year's theme is love + trust over fear equals 

faith. 

This Year's Speaker: 

The Rev. Hazel Salazar-Davidson 

This retreat takes place at Mt. Cross Camp 

At this retreat, eligible high school students also 

have 

the opportunity to join and serve on the committee. 

For more information and to apply to serve. 

Last Day to Register is February 5 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Join us January 15, 2020 
for our Mission to Mexico Kick-Off Meeting 
@ 6:30 PM in the SMLC Community Center 

Mission Dates: 
July 18th - 25th, 2020 

Our Mission: 
We build homes to keep families together & avert 

trafficking. Inadequate 
shelter in this region has caused many parents to 

decide they cannot care 
for their children, which could lead to 

institutionalization of children,  
children being sent to live with friends or family 

members creating  
separation of parents and children, or outright 

abandonment.  
  

Human trafficking, in many parts of the world, is a 
migration problem. When  

people are separated from their community 
because of their need for work,  

they are vulnerable to traffickers. A home allows a 
family to stay intact! 

Mission Trip Financial Commitment: 
$750 per Student 

$650 per Adult 
Plus $100 for Disneyland 

Multiple Fundraising Opportunities Available 
Registration CLOSES on May 1, 2020 

 
 
 

 
 
 



December 2019  12 

 
 
The Pantry is in need of paper bags and canned 
fruit, please feel free to drop off bags during office 
hours Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
 
 
Also looking for 2020 calendars and blank Christmas 
cards that we can also put in the bags. 
 
The Pantry will be closed: 
Tuesday, December 24, 2019 
Tuesday, December 31, 2019 
 
 

 
 

Holy Family Old Catholic 

Church 

Food Pantry 
 

Every 2nd Saturday 
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

(distributed from the Manna Food Pantry at St. 
Mark’s) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Mark’s is pleased to host the Contra Costa & 
Solano County Food Bank on our campus.  Food 
is distributed from the Manna Food Pantry door 

on our campus.  Here are more details: 

 

Fairfield Senior Food Program 

Distribution Schedule for 2019 

at St. Mark’s, Fairfield 
 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

 
November 6 and 20 
December 4 and 18 

 

Food Assistance Program 
Second Wednesday 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
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Join us for worship… 

Sundays 

9:45 a.m. Traditional Service with Children’s Church 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship 

11:15 Adult Education Hour 

11:45 a.m. Contemporary Service with Children’s Church 
 

 
St. Mark’s Mission 
To Nurture Discipleship, Communicate the Gospel and Serve the Community. 
 
 

St. Mark’s Vision 
To transform each church member into Christ-led disciples, nurtured and equipped by God’s Word, whose 
purpose is to build up the Body of Christ in Solano County and the world. 

 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 
 

1600 Union Avenue, Fairfield, CA  94533 
707-422-4741 

office@stmarksfairfield.org; www.stmarksfairfield.org 
 

                                                                  Rev. Karen Stetins, Senior Pastor 
Ron Armenta, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 

Semyon Lohss, Accompanist, Choral Director 
Alicia Henderson, Office Administrator 

Lucille Bowers, Preschool Director 
Michelle Aas, SMLC's bookkeeper 

 
Council Members 

Janelle Jolley (President), Dan DiSano (Vice President), Jeff Thoma (Secretary), 
Nancy Huston (Finance Chair), Dave McCallum & Ruth Sweatt (Members at Large), 

Linda Frogget (Financial Secretary), Lew Broschard (Treasurer) 


