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The Post-Pandemic Church 
 

I know, we are hearing about the “post-pandemic” everything these days. But what does a 
return to “normal” look like?  Will it be business as usual?  Will we forget all that we have 
learned about life and ministry?  I hope not!   
 
In so many ways the past year has been a year of growth and learning.  Let’s not let that all 
disappear and opt for the comfort of the known.   
 
Well-known authors, David Daubert and Richard E.T. Jorgensen, Jr. have written a book 
entitled, “Becoming a Hybrid Church.”  This book encourages readers to capitalize on the 
technology we discovered during the pandemic.  It asks significant questions about how 

the church might use technology for outreach, stewardship, worship, education, care and kindness, and much 
more.  It opens our minds to seeing the church as more than worship within our four walls and ministry to 
God’s people everywhere.   
 
Can this be us?  Can St. Mark’s capitalize on the ministries started in the past year to make more connections 
and share the Good News with more people?  Yes, we can!  
 
I am looking for a few people (6-8) willing to read Dauber’s book (it is only 128 pages), either via a Kindle 
download or borrow the paperback from me.  Then, share your ideas for the future ministry of St. Mark’s.  
 
Are you open-minded?  Are you passionate about reaching others with the Gospel?  Then, please come and be 
a part of this team. You have just 3 weeks to share your interest with me!  Come join the conversation.  
 
I am excited about our future.  Are you? 
Pastor Karen 
 

The 33rd Synod Assembly of the Sierra Pacific Synod will be held online 

“Still Church Together – Called and Sent” 1 Peter 4:10 

May 6 – 8, 2021 

 
At this year’s assembly we will elect a new synodical bishop for a 6-year term.   We will also address 
resolutions regarding paid parental leave for rostered leaders and   compenstation guidelines for 2022. 
Visitors may view (but not vote) via the Synod’s webpage:   https://spselca.org/assembly/#1618512925679-
878bf6c3-346c
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We are praying for…  
Our members:  
Lew Broschard, Pat Broschard, Richard Ehman, Lynn 
Hallahan, Jim Hanser and family, Eva Lipke, Pamela 
Lyons, Karen Mullin, Cheryl Rasmussen, Josephine 
Lord-Traughber and Jerry Zaier.  

 
Our homebound:  
Sylvia Buringrud, Anita and Michael East, Judith 
Eckhart, Bob Evans, Alice Freeman, Barbara 
Patterson, Nina Pfeifer, Shirley Quinn. 

 
Our friends and loved ones:  
Kedrin Armenta, Gul Banoo, Ken Briggs, Adrian 
Butler, Carmen Chow, Madeline Dolly Decker, Karen 
Digman, Pam Houghton, James Leetch, Kelly 
Marston, Mickey Volk, Danielle Neuner, Art 
Posadas, Wayne Poulsen, Helen Powell, Arlette 
Sciortino, Pastor Susan Scott, Joan Stevens, Dennis 
Sweeney, Erica Toste, Ron Vang, Mary Vigliezone, 
Frank Walker, Robert Williamson and family, Darryl 
Wood and Al Waggoner. 
 
Those who are mourning: 
Our deepest sympathies are with the family of 
Johnny Rockwell, brother of Tim, brother-in-law of 
Loretta, who died April 14.  
 
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date. 
Especially the friends list. If a someone is doing well, 
please let us know. If you would like to add 
someone, please call the office (707) 422-4741 or 
email office@stmarksfairfield.org. 

 

 

 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you a Happy Birthday!!! 

 

05/02 Madelene Sciortino  

05/05 Michael Gravink  

05/06 Sam Mullin  

05/08 Cassandra Saielli  

05/10 Audrey Johnston  

05/12 Tania Gilliam  

05/13 Jaquez Gilliam  

05/13 Bonnie Demuth  

05/18 Rene Bojorquez  

05/20 Shirley Quinn  

05/31 Larry Traughber  

mailto:office@stmarksfairfield.org
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Education and Fellowship 
Opportunities at St. Mark’s 

 
Wednesday Bible Study 

Catch this fantastic opportunity on Zoom each 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. To be added to the invite 
list contact Jim Hanser at   
hanserjames@comcast.net.  
 

Seeker’s Circle 
Next Seekers Circle meeting is Thursday, May 13. 
The session begins at 10:00 a.m. and concludes at 
11:30 a.m. via Zoom. Contact Diane Metz for Zoom 
link. 
 

Adult Education Event 
Each Sunday in May we will continue our 
conversation about the growth of the Church from 
the Book of Acts to St. Mark’s.  We meet on Zoom 
and in person in the Digerud Room at 10:30 each 
Sunday.  The Zoom meeting id is: 886 9262 0632 
 
Watch the bulletin and June newsletter for an 
exciting new book group starting up! 
 

From our Council 

President 

 
Friends in Christ: 
St. Mark’s Council met on April 

8, 2021, via zoom.  The March 11, 2021, Council 
Minutes and Education Minutes were approved on 
the consent calendar. 

1. Pastor Karen was on a well-deserved vacation.  

a. We reviewed incoming documents.  The 

first was from Father Robert, who 

reported that they have NO date yet for 

returning to in-person worship but that 

he would let us know when that 

changes.  I also read notes from our 

Fairfield Police that showed what a 

really great relationship St. Mark’s has 

with them.  They have been incredibly 

supportive because it is their job, but 

also because they see St. Mark’s as a 

“pillar” in this community! 

2. Council was informed of the official resignations 

of our Office Manager, Alicia, and Head of the 

Contemporary Worship, Roland.  They were 

excellent additions to our staff, and we wish 

them nothing but the best in their future 

endeavors! These changes did, however, 

engender talks regarding the replacement of 

both parties. 

a. In the case of the office manager, much 

has changed since her hiring, not the 

least of which is the present need for a 

tech-savvy administrator.  Pastor, and 

the Personnel Committee are reviewing 

present talent needs for that position 

and will be sending a revised job 

description to the council. 

b. With the number of variables and 

question marks the next few months 

will bring in all areas from income, to 

attendance, to outreach… Council felt it 

prudent to not replace Roland at this 

time.  It was a tough decision but one 

based on optimistic hopes for a Post-

Pandemic Church that will be even 

better than the Pre-Pandemic church. 

3. The financial report is not doom and gloom, but 

it is pretty clear that we need to look for ways 

to increase operating income if we are to 

support a solid and vibrant Post-Pandemic 

church.  (All paid attention to the numbers, but 

confidence in God’s goodness and creativity 

ultimately won out!) 

4. The Worship Committee was alerted about 

Roland’s departure, and they postponed their 

mailto:hanserjames@comcast.net
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meeting until after the Council meeting this 

month.  They are still wrestling with “Worship in 

a Post Pandemic World.”  Council looks forward 

to their input regarding Worship directions in 

the near and long-term future. 

5. The final discussion was the need to recognize 

and act on the deficiencies of a deteriorating 

building.  All agreed plant maintenance is a top 

priority.  Maintenance is ALWAYS preferable to 

Repair, and we voted the $9300 necessary (just 

to paint and sometimes replace broken roof 

fascia).  The decision was unanimous, but this 

expenditure does leave us praying that nothing 

major happens to the property before we can 

re-instate the Capital Committee and find 

funding for other necessary projects 

necessitated by an aging building and on-going 

safety concerns.  (It was also noted how much 

time and energy Les and June have put into this 

aspect of our ministry.  We owe them a great 

deal of thanks for their love and dedication. 

(And yes, I did hear June threaten Les with 

grievous bodily harm if she ever caught him on 

a ladder!!) 

 
In closing, I would like to address (hopefully NOT 
prematurely) our imminent return to a more normal 
Church life.  Of course, NOBODY has a clue 
regarding what life will look like in the next few 
months or years.  What I take personal joy in is the 
“POSSIBILITY, “…no… make that “PROBABILITY” that 
we are all in for a wild but worthwhile ride.   
 
I don’t tell many people this, but I love to watch Bull 
Riding. (Yah, go figure?!?) Although I’m no expert, I 
do know that a bull-rider can do a creditable job by 
just “hanging on” for dear life for eight seconds.  On 
the other hand, the winners of the multimillion- 
dollar checks spend the same eight seconds kicking 
and encouraging the bull in every way possible to 
do his best – thus making the most of each ride for 
both bull and rider. That’s the model I’d like to think 
St. Mark’s will follow! 
 
I have little concern here because even DURING the 
Pandemic, St Mark’s didn’t just hang on… St. Mark’s 
thrived!  We increased our community services, and 
we opened an online church to an appreciative 
congregation.  WE CANNOT LET THAT MOMENTUM 

GO! Even now, Pastor et al. are researching “Post 
Pandemic Church” directions we can pursue.  How 
about a dual online/in-person congregation?  How 
about direct participation in all services from 
parishioners who are online or in-person? How 
about…??? 
 
Personally, I don’t know how many of you have lost 
people to this Pandemic. I’ve lost at least three 
CLOSE friends.  I feel that I owe it to my three and 
the world’s three million to thumb our noses at 
COVID and make the world a better place – not in 
spite of COVID, but BECAUSE of it! 
 
More to come on this topic… W A A A A A A A Y 
More! 
 
God’s Blessings to ALL! 
 
Michael Chernock, President  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 
 
 

 



May 2021  5 

St. Mark’s Battles Hunger: 

Successes Locally and Statewide, 

National Priorities Come Next 

St. Mark’s Food Pantry serves hundreds of people 
weekly.  March’s Offering of Letters on 4 hunger 
bills to State legislators has already scored some 
notable successes.  In May St. Mark’s people will 
send letters to our U.S. Senators and 
Representative to alleviate hunger nation- and 
world-wide. 
Each of these bills was reported out of committee in 
Sacramento with UNANIMOUS BIPARTISAN 
ENDORSEMENT.   

• SB 107 CalFresh: Simple for Seniors, makes 

it easier for seniors to access healthy public 

food assistance; 

• SB 364 End Child Hunger, provides universal 

school meals for all kids in public schools 

and creates a stopgap nutrition program for 

school breaks and when campuses are 

closed; 

• SB 464 Food4All, allows immigrants 

(regardless of documentation status) to 

apply for food assistance; and 

• AB 221 Emergency Food for All, grants food 

assistance access to immigrants, regardless 

of status. 

These bills come up for passage soon.  We’ll be 
watching their progress, and let you know if more 
letters are needed. 
May is a big month for hunger legislation in the U.S. 
Congress.   Bread for the World, an ELCA-related 
ministry, encourages congregations to write on 
these themes: 
 
1 – GLOBAL NUTRITION: Invest $300 million in 
global nutrition programs that promote community 

health. Hundreds of millions of people overseas are 
on the brink of starvation, and these programs help 
people escape hunger. 
 
2 –Make the CHILD TAX CREDIT expansion in the 
American Rescue Plan permanent and available to 
all children in the U.S. regardless of immigration 
status. The CTC expansion would move millions of 
children out of poverty, as well as help reduce 
hunger and narrow the racial wealth gap 
exacerbated by unemployment as a result of 
COVID-19. 
 
3 – STUDENT HUNGER: Cosponsor EATS Act of 
2021: End Student Hunger on College Campuses. 
 
A one-page Sample Letter Kit will be sent to you 
soon.  Let’s make hunger history! 
Easter Blessings, 
Paul Theiss 
 

 
 

Financial Update 
The Church Council would like to thank all our 
members and friends who are faithful givers.  We 
are blessed to be a part of a generous community 
here at St. Mark’s. Your tithes and offerings are 
helping us keep our commitments to our campus, 
our staff, our community, and the wider church. 
 
Here are a few ways you can continue to support 
our ministry: 
                        Ways to Give 

 
• stmarksfairfield.org: Go to our church's 

website, click on GIVING at the top, set up a 
profile or log in. 

 
• Mail a check to the church office. You can send 

your donation (checks only please) to St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, 1600 Union Ave. Fairfield, CA 
94533.  
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Mark your calendars!! 
 
We are excited to announce the return of the 
Annual Golf Tournament on May 15th, 2021, 
sponsored by Telstar Instruments. All proceeds will 
go towards the 2022 Mission Trip and Youth 
Ministries. Our goal for this year is to raise $10,000 
to help families stay together in rural parts of 
Tijuana, Mexico.  
 
Your donations will not only allow us to travel for 
the 2022 mission trip, but also purchase the 
building materials for the homes. In addition, youth 
will get the opportunity to learn about what it 
means to demonstrate God’s love through this 
simple act of service. 
 
If golf is not your forte, then we would love your 
help with the tournament. We are looking for 
volunteers that have an eye for raffle baskets or are 
able to help the day of. If that sounds like you then 
let me know at (707) 688-5051 or 
sharon@stmarksfairfield.org 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Second Mile Giving ~ May 2021 

Let Us Help You Do the Ministry God Called You to 
Do. How do we do this?  You Create; We Provide 
Space We Create Together We Create; You Join In  
 
You know the needs of your ministry best and 
you’re able to create the content and appropriate 
agendas. But you need a different space.  

• retreat or “breather” for your council  

• an overnight for your youth group  

• training day for your hospitality team  

• retreat for your knitting group  
Council meeting space and personal retreats for 
rostered leaders are free of charge, except for food. 
Rentals are 10% off for Lutheran churches. We’re 
available for day use, overnight stays, food service, 
and/or leading programming like archery and ropes 
courses. Set it up with Joshua: joshua@mtcross.org. 
 
Middle school faith formation. It’s challenging. 

• only 1 or 2 youth  

• busy youth or youth who live far away  

• youth who “disappear” after confirmation  
We have a program to work with you in these 
challenges and develop youth into disciples. You 
provide the congregation and context. We provide 
two school-year retreats, summer camp, and 20 
projects to do at home that arrive by mail! But it’s 
not just middle school. We’re also able to help 
provide retreat programming for you. Tell us what 
you’re trying to accomplish and we’ll work with you 
to create it. Request more inform from Pr. Sarah:  
sarah@mtcross.org 

mailto:sharon@stmarksfairfield.org
mailto:joshua@mtcross.org
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We Create: You Join In 
Think all your favorite Mt. Cross programs. We’ve 
done all the prep work. We’re ready. We’re excited. 
You just register online and show up!  

• Summer Camp  

• Year-Round Retreats  

• Service Weekends  

• One-Day Events  
No matter your age, gender, interest, or ability, we 
have something for you. Camp isn’t just for kids and 
it’s not just in the summer. The call to connect with 
God, earth, and others is here our entire lives and 
isn’t just something we do because God asks us to. 
It energizes us and builds confidence for the work 
ahead. Register online: www.mtcross.org 
 

 

Pastor Karen is in 

the office: 

Tuesday – Friday from 
9:00 a.m. until at least 
noon usually later, but 

please call first. Saturdays by request. 

We are in the process of hiring a new Office 
Administrator. Please be patient with any 
inconveniences this may cause. 

 
 
You, too, can see Miss Sharon’s video presentations 
and hear the stories by going to Genesis Studios at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTTNSNDqbB
YHKwNZuqDm1HQ 
 

 
 

Upcoming Scripture readings 
 

May 2, 2021 
Acts 8:26-40 

Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 

 
May 9, 2021 

Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98 

1 John 5:1-6 
John 16:9-17 

 
May 16, 2021 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
Psalm 1 

1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19 

 
May 23, 2021 – Pentecost 
(don’t forget to wear red!) 

Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Romans 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 
May 30, 2021 – Holy Trinity Sunday 

Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 29 

Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mtcross.org/
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Vacation Bible Camp 

June 28 – July 1 

9:00 a.m. – noon 
 
Yippee!! We have Bible Camp coming back to St. 
Mark’s.  While the format will be a little different, 
we still have wonderful plans for the children.   
 
Please contact Miss Sharon 
(sharon@stmarksfairfield.org) for registration and 
more information or if you would like to volunteer. 
 
 

 

What’s happening at our 

Preschool this month? 
 
Teacher Appreciation Week is Monday, May 3 – 
Friday, May 7. 
 
Mother’s Day Songs will be presented on Thursday, 
May 6 and Friday, May 7. 
 
Outdoor graduation will be held on Thursday, May 
27.  There will be limited seating due to COVID 

restrictions.  Please keep these blessed children 
moving on to kindergarten in your thoughts and 
prayers. 
 
The last day of school is May 27. 
 

 

The Manna Food Pantry 

The Manna Food Pantry is a ministry of St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church and Preschool. Food pantry hours 
are every Tuesday from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. There are 
no requirements for receiving food. All are 
welcome! 
 
The Pantry is in need of paper bags, egg cartons, 
and non-perishable food, please feel free to drop 
off items during office hours. 
 

Fairfield Senior Food Program 

Distribution Schedule for 2020 

at St. Mark’s, Fairfield 
 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

 
May 5 & 19 
June 2 & 16 
July 7 & 17 

August 4 & 18 
September 1 & 15 

October 6 & 20 
November 3 & 17 
December 1 & 15 

 
Food Assistance Program 

Second Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. to 10:30

mailto:sharon@stmarksfairfield.org
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Join us for worship every Sunday 

9:00 a.m. for In person & live streaming Service 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/SMLCFairfield (or click HERE)and on YouTube at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-E3cZfy_c-Y (or click HERE) 
 
 

St. Mark’s Mission: To Nurture Discipleship, Communicate the Gospel and Serve the Community. 
 
St. Mark’s Vision: To transform each church member into Christ-led disciples, nurtured and equipped by God’s Word, 
whose purpose is to build up the Body of Christ in Solano County and the world. 
 

St. Mark’s Welcoming Statement: Adopted January 19, 2020 
“We are St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where everyone is welcomed and everyone is loved. We invite all 
into the grace, love and acceptance we have from God. We welcome YOU: who you are, as you are.  

• All who are single, married, partnered, divorced, with or without children 

• All sexual orientations, gender identities and gender expressions  

• All racial, ethnic, and social backgrounds  

• All who are homed or homeless  

• All who are struggling with addictions or other personal hardships  

• All ages and levels of physical and mental health and abilities  

• All faith backgrounds, those questioning their faith and those new to faith  
We invite you to fully participate in the life and ministry of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where we seek to share God’s 
love and grace through word and action.” 

 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

 
1600 Union Avenue, Fairfield, CA  94533 

707-422-4741 
office@stmarksfairfield.org; www.stmarksfairfield.org 

 
Rev. Karen Stetins, Senior Pastor 

Sharon Munoz, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 
Semyon Lohss, Accompanist, Choral Director 

Lucille Bowers, Preschool Director 
 

Michelle Aas, SMLC's bookkeeper 
 

Council Members 
Michael Chernock (President), June Johnsen (Vice President), Ann Hefner Gravink (Secretary), 

Nancy Huston (Finance Chair), Dave McCallum & Marilyn Kilian (Members at Large). 
 

Elected Leaders 
Pam Lyons (Financial Secretary), Dan DiSano (Treasurer) 

V-Anne Chernock, Personnel Committee Chairperson, Tom Lingel, Property Committee Chairperson 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqqSW7NJcS8MK-FsK2c-iJiDmtNwL91sSWxcAVxVI9X8LxbG0b8Brz32nOQEXm4HpDpTA3VJVyNUjVm151tLL0ObONKlpdtUDvUrGwpkJsVB1e-D7AmFBofE=&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqngBJ1lXIqFeUV1LECD2Rd0xMQiek9lnvoQCHW_sEcg-CDm6en38b6ugoa7xFAvLkuoXwa4CEslfK-TTpj6lHFwZusna8g5PXIQHNMN5YYiZ&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqofEQj9rfX0IcvYZPo40vOJxMHW-Nytvih_nm9nAPmUng-Jp09irc5xE-CoHAMb3esi479hX7Ib3Gff8lLU39CvXzKUGGpqopOwLZ0MJHotNsofue5ARmoolYERrT8KuZg==&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqofEQj9rfX0IcvYZPo40vOJxMHW-Nytvih_nm9nAPmUng-Jp09irc5xE-CoHAMb3esi479hX7Ib3Gff8lLU39CvXzKUGGpqopOwLZ0MJHotNsofue5ARmoolYERrT8KuZg==&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==

