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We are church together! 

 
As part of our on-going desire to welcome everyone into the love and grace of God, we considered and 
adopted a Welcoming Statement. The adoption of this statement means that we are a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation. We will be listed on with Reconciling Works: Lutherans for Full Participation as a congregation 
that is affirming of everyone, especially those in the GLBTQ+ community.  You will soon see signs and logos 
appearing publicly letting people on the outside know just how welcome they are on the inside.  Below is 
the statement that was adopted: 
 

St. Mark’s Welcoming Statement 
Adopted January 19, 2020 

“We are St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where everyone is welcomed and everyone is loved. We invite all 
into the grace, love and acceptance we have from God. We welcome YOU: who you are, as you are.  

• All who are single, married, partnered, divorced, with or without children 

• All sexual orientations, gender identities and gender expressions  

• All racial, ethnic, and social backgrounds  

• All who are homed or homeless  

• All who are struggling with addictions or other personal hardships  

• All ages and levels of physical and mental health and abilities  

• All faith backgrounds, those questioning their faith and those new to faith  
We invite you to fully participate in the life and ministry of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where we seek to 
share God’s love and grace through word and action.” 
Part of being the Church also means taking care of business.  At our January 19, 2020 Annual Meeting: 
 

• We elected leaders to serve on our 2020 Church Council: 
o President, Michael Chernock 
o Vice President, June Johnsen 
o Secretary, Janelle Jolley (fills the one-year term vacated by the resignation of Jeff Thoma) 
o Finance Chair, Nancy Huston (begins her second year of her two-year term) 
o Members at Large, Dave McCallum (elected to a new two-year term) and Ruth Sweatt (begins 

her second year of a two-year term) 

• We elected Voting Members to the Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly to be held in Fresno from May 1-3: 
o Voting Male: Michael Chernock 
o Voting Female: June Johnsen 
o Alternate Voting Male: Les Johnsen 
o Alternate Voting Female: V-Anne Chernock 
o Voting Youth Representative: Sharon Munoz-Swanson 

• We elected the Nominating Committee for 2020: 
o V-Anne Chernock 
o Dan DiSano 
o Fay DiSano 
o Diane Metz 
o Sam Mullin 

• We adopted a Budget for 2020. Our thanks to the Budget Committee, led by Stew Irwin who worked 
hard at putting together a realistic and optimistic spending plan for 2020.   
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We are praying for… 
 
Our members: 
Kedrin Armenta, Judith Eckhart, Lynn Hallahan, 
Sarajane Hakenen, Jim Hanser and family, Pamela 
Lyons, Karen Mullin, Cheryl Rasmussen, Nelson 
Scarrott, and Josephine Lord-Traughber.   
 
Our homebound: 
Sylvia Buringrud, Bev Duncan, Anita East, Bob 
Evans, Alice Freeman, Margaret Heins, Barbara 
Patterson, Nina Pfiefer, Roger & Shirley Quinn, 
Norm Skoglund, Doris Trean. 
 
Our friends and loved ones: 
Erik Andrin, Victoria Armenta, Karen Digman, 
Beverly & Randy Elrod, Marianne Falkner, Rhonda 
Francis, Tori Francis, Brian Hanson, Pam Houghton, 
Danielle Neuner, Wayne Poulsen, Marcy Rush, 
Christian & Stephanie Sweatt, Ron Vang, Mary 
Vigliezone, Robert Williamson and family, Tom 
Wood.  
 
Those who are mourning: 
The family of Jodea Foster (law partner of Jeff 
Thoma) who died suddenly. 
 
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date.  
Especially the friends list. If you asked us to put a 
friend on the list, please update the church office as 
soon as possible. 
 
 If a someone is doing well, please let us know. If 
you would like to add someone, please call the office 
(707) 422-4741 or email 
office@stmarksfairfield.org. 

 

 
 

We wish you a Happy Birthday!!! 
 

02/03 Persephone Armenta 
02/04 Ruth Harker 
02/11 Roger Quinn 
02/17 Jared Jolley 

02/18 Kathleen Doty 
02/21 Thomas Lingel 

02/24 Cheryl Hurd 
02/25 Lourdes Eager 

 

 
       

     Happy Anniversary 
 

02/09 Helen & Al Bergoust 
02/15 Sarajane & Carl Hakenen 

 
With joy we welcome, officially, to our family… 
Margaret Falkner has been worshiping with us for 
some time now.  She affirmed her baptismal 
promises on Sunday, February 2 and became an 
official member of St. Mark’s.  Margaret lives in 
Suisun City.  She is semi-retired and works part-time 
as part of an office staff.  Please welcome Margaret 
into our family of faith. 

 

mailto:office@stmarksfairfield.org
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With heartfelt gratitude… 

 
Josephine Lord-Traughber has served St. Mark’s 
faithfully since 1985 as the chair of our Altar Care 
Team.  Her dedication and passion for worship and 
its preparation is amazing.  She has trained many 
people over the years to carry out this vital ministry 
and done it with love and compassion.  Words are 
too few to express our thanks.  Josephine resigned 
this position in early January.  We will miss her in 
this role. However, Josephine will still be with us 
and living a life of faith among us for many years to 
come. 
 
We are looking for a chair person (or co-chairs) to 
take over Josephine’s role.  Training, coaching and 
support will be available.  Please let Pastor Karen or 
Stu Reid know if you are interested in this amazing 
ministry. 
 

 
 

 

Affirmation of Baptism 
We rejoiced to receive Esme Beverly Moses into our 
fellowship of faith on Sunday, January 12 through 
Holy Baptism.  Esme is the daughter of Ryan and 
Harben Moses, granddaughter of Toni and Dave 
McCallum, and great-granddaughter of Bev Lipke. 
We rejoice in the wonders of God’s rich blessings! 
 
 

 
 

Getting to know you… 

 
Have you seen it yet?  The new pictures on the 
board in the narthex (across from the name tag 
station)? The pictures from the 2018 directory have 
been printed with everyone’s name on it so we can 
all get to know one another better and our visitors 
can find out who we are. 
 

Sadly, some of you are missing from our wall      
Not to worry! We can fix that! Send Pastor Karen a 
digital picture of your family, she will resize it and 
put it on the wall.  Don’t have a picture, then let us 
know – we will take one of you on Sunday morning 
and add it to the collection.   

 

A year of welcome… 
A new Statement of Welcome, 
new pictures on the wall, new 
upholstery on the benches and 
chairs, a new Kids’ Corner…just 
to name a few. 
 
The Gospel of Jesus is all about welcoming 
others.  This year we will focus our attention on 
being an even more welcoming community. 
Whether it is our building, our language, our signs, 
or whatever.  We need your help! We need you to 
come on our campus and into our worship with new 
eyes – eyes of a person who has never been here 
before or who might feel like they are not privy to 
the lingo, the space, etc. 
 
As we enter a year of intentional welcome, please 
share your thoughts and ideas, your experiences of 
not feeling welcome with Pastor Karen or any 
council members.  We want everyone to know that 
when they connect with St. Mark’s in any way that 
“All are welcomed. All are loved.” 
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Upcoming Scripture readings 
 

February 2– 4 Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Matthew 5:1--12 
 

February 9– 5 Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 

Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 

Matthew 5:13-20 
 

February 16– 6 Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 119:1-8 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 

 
February 23 – Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 2 or 99 

2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 
February 26- Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 51:1-17 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Tuesday morning Bible Study 
Jesus: Divine and Human 
Beginning February 18, the Tuesday, 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study will start looking at the Gospel of 
Matthew and how it is we understand Jesus as fully 
divine and fully human.  How can that be?? Come 
and see! 
 
Wednesday evenings (starting January 8) at 6:30 
p.m. in the Digerud Room.  This study is led by Jim 
Hanser and delves deeper into the texts for the 
coming week. 
 
Second Thursday at 9:30 a.m. The Seeker’s Circle 
meets in the Digerud Room for fellowship, bible 
study and service project. Join them any time. 
 
 
 

 
 

Amazon Smile 
Remember to support St. Mark’s Lutheran Church  
every time you order from Amazon!  Sign up for 
Amazon Smile at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-
2635284. Let them know that you want .5% of 
qualifying purchases to be given to St. Mark’s.  This 
is a great way to support our ministry and doesn’t 
cost you a cent!   
 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2635284
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2635284
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SPS Second Mile Giving 

February 2020 

 
During the month of February our Second Mile 
offerings will be donated to Lutheran Social Services 
of Northern California. 

LSS of Northern California’s mission is to 
promote stability and honor the dignity of those we 
serve by providing supportive housing services that 
lead to self-sufficiency. LSS envisions that our 
communities have hope, stability, and a path to 
self-sufficiency. 

LSS offers the hope of lives transformed to people 
of all faiths (or no faith) who are vulnerable because 
of homelessness, mental illness, addiction or 
disaster. Our mission is to provide services to the 
public at large, throughout a service area that 
encompasses Northern California, with offices and 
programs in Sacramento, San Francisco, Contra 
Costa and San Joaquin counties. 

Please keep LSS in your prayers this month and 
consider an additional offering toward their 
ministries. The Sierra Pacific Synod is blessed to 
accompany this organization in mutual ministry as 
we proclaim God’s creative, redeeming and 
sanctifying love in our synod. 

LSS is coming to St. Mark’s! 
 
Question:  if we truly follow Jesus, as the disciples 
did, and are truly a welcoming congregation, per 
our recently approved statement of welcome, how 
shall we deal with homelessness?  Are there 
solutions to this crisis? 

Answer (one of many):  LSS of Northern California 
(aka Lutheran Social Services) works to end 
homelessness by helping individuals of all ages to 
rebuild their lives after experiencing homelessness.   
 
More questions:  What, exactly, does LSS DO? How 
is it organized?  How are they funded?   
 
While we support LSS with our Second Mile 
Offerings, most of us probably don’t know that LSS 
serves 3,700 clients in 29 supporting housing 
programs throughout Sacramento, San Francisco, 
Contra Costa, Solano, San Joaquin and Shasta 
counties.  One of those programs is right here in 
Fairfield. 
 
NEXT Sunday, February 9, Stephanie Casenza and 
Kate Hutchinson of LSS will join us during worship at 
both services, AND will lead an in-depth discussion 
during Adult Forum between services, sharing 
details about some of those programs and 
clients.  Let’s give them a big welcome! 
 

 

 

 

2020 Capital Campaign  

Is Authorized 
If you drive to St. Mark’s for worship or meetings, 
you’ll notice that our parking lot is full of cracks and 
potholes.  If you worship at St. Mark’s during the 
hot summer months, you might notice that the 
sanctuary is pleasantly cool – but the units that 
keep us comfortable are giving up.  If you wander 
through the campus, you’ll notice other “aging 
issues” that will need attention soon (e.g., 
accordion door in community center, lack of ADA 
accommodations). 
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If you voted for the 2020 General Fund Budget at 
the annual meeting, you know that the funds 
required to fix these issues were not included in the 
budget.  Hence, the Congregation Council has 
authorized Capital Campaign 2020. 
 
If you have great ideas for fixing stuff on our 
campus– or if you have great ideas for fundraising 
or publicity – or if you have a desire to join other 
members with great ideas – then come to our first  
Capital Campaign Planning Session on Saturday, 
February 22, 10:00 a.m. – noon.  At this meeting 
we’ll review planned projects, set an overall 
financial goal and timeframe for the campaign, and 
brainstorm ideas for fundraising and publicity.  DO 
COME! 
 
If you have questions, or if you have great ideas but 
can’t come to the meeting, feel free to contact Task 
Force Chair V-Anne Chernock 
 (v-anne@chernockassociates.com). 
 

 

President’s Corner 
Friends in Christ: 

As of about 11:30 Sunday, 

January 19,  for better or 

for worse, it would appear 

(to my amazement) that I 

am now St. Mark’s Congregation President.  While I 

clearly did not seek out that honor, I want to assure 

you that having been duly elected, I take the duties 

of the office EXTREMELY seriously.   

 

As I researched the position prior to agreeing to 

accept the nomination, I discovered that St. Mark’s 

is in refreshingly good shape for a church in this day 

and age.  The only consistent proviso I heard was 

the universally expressed need for more 

“communication.”  This isn’t my first rodeo and 

although it has been my experience that most 

churches actually do communicate very well, I also 

know it is the nature of the beast that the word 

(small “w”) seldom reaches everyone! For that 

reason, communication will be a primary focus for 

us this year and this column will be just one of the 

vehicles we utilize toward reaching that goal. 

V-Anne and I have been here a little over a year 

and, although we have been incredibly blessed by 

the way we have been accepted into St. Mark’s 

congregational family, I would assume that many of 

you don’t know us all that well yet.  That will take 

time but we both have one trait that is mandatory 

for you to know right out of the chute.  You see, we 

don’t believe that any information provided to an 

officer is bad news. We define all information that 

you share with us to be data, just DATA.  To clarify… 

if the new council is to perform well this year, then 

it is imperative that we be privy to your concerns as 

well as your joys.  Your continual input is important 

to St. Mark’s success and we hope you will be in 

frequent communication with council and staff – 

about anything.  WE ARE A FAMILY.  With 24 aunts 

and uncles, I am not unaware that sometimes 

family Thanksgiving dinners can be a little tough but  

no matter what happens, FAMILY LOVE ALWAYS 

WINS. 

 

God Bless… thank you for this honor… let’s talk! 

Michael Chernock 

 

 
Join us for worship as we 
begin our Lenten journey. 
 
Each Wednesday night we 
will talk about the power, 
gift and grace of Confession and Forgiveness.  Lent 
is a time of reflection and to admit that we are not 
always the person God would like us to be. Our 
Wednesday evening gathering will include Holden 
Evening Prayer, scripture reading and a time for 
conversation.  
 

Lenten Noon Worship with Soup 
 
If you're interested in attending noon soup Lenten 
services in the Narthex on Wednesdays, contact 
Diane Metz to organize. 
 

mailto:v-anne@chernockassociates.com
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Ash Wednesday 
February 26, 2020 Noon & 7:00 p.m. 
 
By My Hand – For My Sake 

For the five weeks of Lent, this Lenten worship 
series asks, “What is your role in the suffering and 
death of Christ?” Week by week, this question is 
addressed— through homilies and monologs by 
biblical characters who actually did have a hand in 
the crucifixion of Christ. 

Characters include Adam (or Eve), Nicodemus, 
Judas, Barabbas, Pilate, the father of the Thief on 
the Right, Peter, the Centurion, and Mary 
Magdalene. If you would like to portray a character 
please see Pastor Karen. 

Join us at 9:45 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. each Sunday to 
explore together. 

 
 

Sunday Church School 

 
Do you enjoy spending time with kids?  Doing craft 
projects? Singing songs? Talking about Jesus?  Then 
maybe God is calling you to lead Sunday Church 
School here at St. Mark’s.  Our group is growing and 
we are looking for leaders who are willing to lead 
one Sunday a month or so. Training and resources 
will be provided.  You will sign up for a Sunday that 
works for you.  We ask that you lead the group at 
the 9:45 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. services on your 
day.  Please see Ann Hefner-Gravink or Pastor Karen 
for details. 

 

Council Highlights 

 
The St. Mark’s Church Council met for its monthly 
meeting on January 16, 2020.  Here is what you 
might like to know: 

• We heard from our Finance Chair, Nancy 
Huston: 

o in 2019 we received 97% of our 
anticipated offerings; 

o The building fund was the only fund 
with a negative balance at the end 
of the year; 

o Net assess for the General Fund for 
2019: $21,863 

• Council approved the proposed agenda for 
the annual meeting to be held on January 
19. 

• Council approved a committee to consider a 
capital campaign for major needs in our 
ministry; 

• Approved the voting members list for the 
annual meeting; 

• Approved Pastor’s Housing Resolution for 
2020; 

• Approved having gutters cleaned up to a 
cost of $500; 

• Approved the Preschool’s request to have a 
Jamba Juice fundraiser; 

• Discussed the possibilities for Campus 
Safety training. 

 
Our next council meeting will be Thursday, 
February 13 at 5:00 p.m. in the Digerud Room. We 
will welcome our new members and say thank you 
to those completing their terms. 
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Holy Communion Instruction 

 
Has your child been receiving Holy 
Communion?  Would you like them to know more 
about Holy Communion – why we do it, what it 
means, etc.?  Pastor Karen will lead a class for kids 
(first grade and above) on Saturday, March 28, 2020 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room. Parents are 
included in this “hands-on” class – we all learn 
together. Please let Pastor know if you child(ren) 
will participate so she can have enough material for 
all the activities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wondrous Love Lenten 

Devotion Booklet 

 
Pick your daily Lenten devotion booklet up in the 
Narthex. Thanks to Linda Lindauer for providing 
them to the congregation. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Preschool open 

Teacher position 
 
 
St. Mark's Preschool is currently looking for a 
qualified Early Childhood Education preschool 
teacher to join our staff. St. Mark's is a well 
established part-time program in the community 
and has been teaching young children for over 40 
years. 
 
Job Responsibilities: Supervision of twelve children 
(3 and 4-year old), 5 days per week. Create lesson 
plans to coordinate with the center's monthly 
themes. Prepare and clean up classroom and other 
areas of the school as needed. Must be happy, 
energetic, creative, loving, playful, polite, and 
reliable! Work cooperatively with parents and staff.  
 
Will need all of the following job requirements: 
Transcripts with a minimum of 12 ECE core units 
Fingerprint clearance; Health screening; Current 
T.B. test. 
 
Position is for 25 hours per week.  
 
Contact:  
St. Mark's Preschool  
Lucille Bowers 
1600 Union Avenue Fairfield, CA 94533  
(707) 422-4742  
preschool@stmarksfairfield.org 
stmarkspreschool@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stmarkspreschool@sbcglobal.net
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SMLC Crabfeed 

February 1, 2020 
1600 Union Avenue, Fairfield 

6:00 p.m. (DOORS OPEN AT 5:00 P.M.) 
To Benefit: 

2020 Mexico Mission Trip, 
and St. Mark’s Youth Ministries 

 
Tickets: $60.00 

ALL YOU CAN EAT CRAB, PASTA & SALAD, LIVE 
MUSIC, NO HOST BAR, RAFFLES & MORE… 
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Manna Food Pantry 

 
The Pantry is in need of paper bags and canned 
fruit, please feel free to drop off bags during office 
hours Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
 
 
 

 
 

Holy Family Old Catholic 

Church 

Food Pantry 
 

Every 2nd Saturday 
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

(distributed from the Manna Food Pantry at St. 
Mark’s) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
St. Mark’s is pleased to host the Contra Costa & 
Solano County Food Bank on our campus.  Food is 
distributed from the Manna Food Pantry door on 
our campus.  Here are more details: 

 

Fairfield Senior Food Program 

Distribution Schedule for 2020 

at St. Mark’s, Fairfield 
 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

 
February 5 & 19 

March 4 & 18 
April 1 & 15 
May 6 & 20 
June 3 & 17 
July 1 & 15 

August 5 & 19 
September 2 & 16 

October 7 & 21 
November 4 & 18 
December 2 & 16 

 

Food Assistance Program 
Second Wednesday 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
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Join us for worship on Sundays… 

9:45 a.m. Traditional Service with Children’s Church 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship 

11:15 Adult Education Hour 

11:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 

St. Mark’s Mission: To Nurture Discipleship, Communicate the Gospel and Serve the Community. 
 
St. Mark’s Vision: To transform each church member into Christ-led disciples, nurtured and equipped by God’s Word, 
whose purpose is to build up the Body of Christ in Solano County and the world. 
 

St. Mark’s Welcoming Statement 
Adopted January 19, 2020 

“We are St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where everyone is welcomed and everyone is loved. We 
invite all into the grace, love and acceptance we have from God. We welcome YOU: who you are, 
as you are.  

• All who are single, married, partnered, divorced, with or without children 

• All sexual orientations, gender identities and gender expressions  

• All racial, ethnic, and social backgrounds  

• All who are homed or homeless  

• All who are struggling with addictions or other personal hardships  

• All ages and levels of physical and mental health and abilities  

• All faith backgrounds, those questioning their faith and those new to faith  
We invite you to fully participate in the life and ministry of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where we seek to share God’s 
love and grace through word and action.” 

 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 
1600 Union Avenue, Fairfield, CA  94533 

707-422-4741 
office@stmarksfairfield.org; www.stmarksfairfield.org 

 
Rev. Karen Stetins, Senior Pastor 

Ron Armenta, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 
Semyon Lohss, Accompanist, Choral Director 
Roland Lubin, Contemporary Music Director 

Alicia Henderson, Office Administrator 
Lucille Bowers, Preschool Director 
Michelle Aas, SMLC's bookkeeper 

 
Council Members 

Michael Chernock (President), June Johnsen (Vice President), Janelle Jolley (Secretary), 
Nancy Huston (Finance Chair), Dave McCallum & Ruth Sweatt (Members at Large), 

Linda Frogget (Financial Secretary), Lew Broschard (Treasurer) 


