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      September 2019 Newsletter 
 

“Bring forth the Kingdom” 
 
August 8 marked the one-year anniversary of my ministry 
among the people of God at St. Mark’s.  There is much to 
celebrate! 
 
As I reflect on the many blessings of our ministry life together, a 
song comes to mind (no surprise, I know).  “Bring forth the 
kingdom,” by Marty Haugen (Worship & Praise #22).  It reminds 
us that we are the salt of the earth, the light on the hill, a seed 
of the word, and most of all a blest people! We are all these 
things for the building up of the kingdom – to “bring forth the 
kingdom of mercy, bring forth the kingdom of peace; bring forth 

the kingdom of justice, bring forth the city of God!”  
 
I am blessed to be building relationships with so many faithful people here. People who are committed to being 
a light in our community and for one another. I have found people to be generous and loving, welcoming and 
caring – living out God’s love for all God’s people.   
 
Of course, that does not mean that we don’t face challenges as we enter a new program year.  We face the 
challenge of building and property maintenance and repairs that are costly; utility bills that are crazy expensive. 
We face the challenge of how to speak about justice in our world when we don’t always agree on what justice 
looks like. It is a gift and a challenge to have people with differing opinions.  It is in the listening to one another 
with respect that we come to understand different points of view.  
 
All of these things – blessings and challenges – make us who we are as God’s people in this place.  A place where 
all are welcome and every voice is as important as the next. That is how we bring forth the kingdom!   
 
I am excited about what God has in store for us during this next year. Working together to hear God’s call will 
continue to “bring forth the kingdom” in this place and in our community.   

 
God’s, peace, 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

1600 Union Avenue 

Fairfield, California 
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We are praying 

for… 
 

 
 
 

Our members: 
Kedrin Armenta, Pat Broschard, V- Anne 
Chernock, Bev Duncan, Judith Eckhart, Bob 
Evans, Lynn Hallahan, Sarajane Hakenen, Jim 
Hanser and family, Karen Mullin, Larry Nelson, 
and Cheryl Rasmussen. 
 
Our homebound: 
Sylvia Buringrud, Anita East, Alice Freeman, 
Margaret Heins, Lillian Manning, Nina Pfiefer, 
Roger & Shirley Quinn, Doris Sams, Norm 
Skoglund, Doris Trean. 
 
Our friends and loved ones: 
Erik Andrin, Karen Digman, Beverly & Randy 
Elrod, Rhonda Francis, Tori Francis, John Grady, 
Jackie Gregory, Paul Grundmann, Brian Hanson, 
Robert Johnson, Tim Lingel, Clancy, Dave Smith, 
Gabbie & Gary Ludwig, Mary Vigliezone, Dom 
Villegas, Ida Volk, Aidan Volk, Robert 
Williamson and family, Tom Wood.  
 
Those who are mourning: 
The family of Mitzie Golden (Pastor Karen’s 
aunt) 
The family of Carmelo Benitez (Alicia’s father) 
 
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date.  
Especially the friends list. If you asked us to put a 
friend on the list, please update the church office as 
soon as possible. If a someone is doing well, please 
let us know. If you would like to add someone, 
please call the office.  

 
Confirmation Update 

 
Our confirmation program begins again in 
September.  We are using the “Narratology: 
God’s Story. Faithful Friends.” curriculum and 
preparing Trevor deRosier for the rite of 
Affirmation of Baptism.   
 

Adult Education Opportunities 
 
Tuesday morning Bible Study Resumes 
We will begin our Tuesday morning bible study 
on September 10 at 10:30 a.m. in Pastor 
Karen’s office.  The first seven weeks will focus 
on Jeremiah: A Book on Surviving Disasters by 
Dr. Reed Lessing.  The group will decide what 
we will study after this. 
 
Wednesday evening Bible Study continues 
Join Jim Hanser at 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday 
(usually in the Digerud Room) for an in-depth 
discuss of the scripture readings from the 
previous week.   
 
Sunday morning forums 
Michael Chernock continues to ask challenging 
questions about God and faith during the 11:15 
a.m. Adult Forum.  Join him through the month 
of September for Re:Form conversations. 
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Coming in October: Becoming a Reconciling in 
Christ Congregation.  What does it mean? Do 
we want to do it?  Join Ann Hefner-Gravink for 
an important conversation. 
 
 

 
 

Thrivent members unite! 
Are you a Thrivent member? Have you signed 
up for your Action Team funds for projects at 
St. Mark’s?  There are so many opportunities 
through Thrivent for us to receive financial 
support for our ministries here.  If we 
coordinate our efforts, we could receive 
thousands of dollars each year to purchase 
items for outreach.   
 
If you are a Thrivent member and would like to 
see how we can access these funds, please let 
Pastor Karen know.   
 
 

 

The Healthy Start team met on Thursday, August 
22.  We reviewed and celebrate all the 
accomplishments of the team.  Our last meeting for 
this process will be on October 16. Watch for more 
signs of this groups work. 

 

 

 
August 8, 2019 

 
Here are some highlights from our meeting.  The 
minutes of the meeting will be available in the 
narthex after their approval.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact a council 
member. 

• Approved Minutes of July meeting and Financial 
Reports as submitted.  Our utility expenses are 
still a concern.  Leaders are looking into ways to 
reduce use and cost. 

• Council approved the WELCA request to serve 
wine at the August 10 Paint & Sip event.  

• Considered a request from Lutheran Office of 
Public Policy to use Community Center for a 
fundraising Crab Feed in January 2020.  A 
number of questions were raised that need to 
be answered by the organization. Tabled for 
further information. 

• Discussed the feasibility of doing the Mexico 
Mission on an annual basis; consensus was to 
do a trip in 2020 and reconsider when we have 
a new youth director on staff. 

• Pastor Karen indicated that she is working with 
three potential new members. 

• Agreed to hold a ministry fair on October 13 
after worship; we will have one service at 10:00 
on that Sunday with the event following. 

• It was confirmed that Ann Hefner Gravink will 
chair the committee to search for a new youth 
director.  

 
Our next meeting is Thursday, September 8 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Digerud Room. 
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SPS Second Mile Giving 

September 2019 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, 
healing and renewal to those whose lives have been 
disrupted by disasters, in the United States and 
around the world. When the dust settles and the 
headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing 
assistance to those in need. Internationally and 
throughout the United States, Lutheran Disaster 
Response makes sure that each community receives 
the physical, mental and emotional care needed to 
recover from a disaster. In the United States, 
Lutheran Disaster Response works through 39 local 
affiliates across the country to respond to a disaster 
from a local level. This is a crucial element of our 
work because each affiliate has the partnerships, 
the connections, and the history with the 
community to help determine what is needed for 
the recovery work – these organizations provide 
help to affected homeowners and communities by 
helping them muck out, clean-up and rebuild. 
Internationally, we work through the long-standing 
relationships of the ELCA with global companions 
and partners. These relationships allow, Lutheran 
Disaster Response to take into account not only the 
immediate needs of the moment but the long-term 
goals of the communities in which we engage. 
Through your generous gifts we have the staying 
power to be there as long as needed. Thanks to you, 
Lutheran Disaster Response is in it for the long haul. 
 
You may place your Second Mile Giving in the 
offering plate made payable to St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church with “Second Mile Giving” in the memo. 

 

We couldn’t do it without you! 
 

Back-to-School Resource Fair 

Our partnership with the Fairfield-Suisun 
Unified School District brought about another 
successful Back-to-School Resource Fair. What 
a great day it was!  Hundreds of people on our 
campus sharing information and resources, 
providing much needed supplies for school 
students and enjoying food and fellowship.   
 
Special thanks to Janelle Jolley and Dave 
McCallum for serving as SMLC contacts, to 
Aharon Sweatt and our Contemporary Worship 
Team for providing sound equipment and 
music, and to all our volunteers who made the 
event possible.  God is at work in our 
community in and through our hands and 
hearts! 
  

Fill Your Cup/Paint & Sip 
Thank you to Diane Metz, Linda Lindauer and 
the Seeker’s Circle for planning this wonderful 
event on August 10.  Over 40 people 
participated in the retreat, lunch and paint 
party.  We all had a great time.  Watch your 
bulletins and newsletter for the next Paint & 
Sip party coming later this fall. 
 

Summer Lunch Program  
Our thanks to everyone who made our 
partnership with the Fairfield-Suisun Unified 
School District’s Feeding program a success 
here at St. Mark’s. Ruth Sweatt served as 
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coordinator and Marilyn Kilian, Kathy Doty, Stu 
Reid, Dave McCallum, Janelle Jolley, Josephine 
Traughber all took their turns serving meals all 
summer long.  Well done, faithful ones! 
 

 
 

Dear siblings in Christ, 
 
As many of you know, last week the ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly adopted a resolution 
that, among other things, declared the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
a sanctuary denomination. Many of you are 
asking, “What does this mean?” 
  
Our call to love our neighbor is central to our 
faith. In our baptismal covenant we promise to 
strive for peace and justice in all the world. One 
of the ways we live out this vow is through our 
commitment to welcoming the stranger. With 
this declaration, we publicly state that walking 
alongside refugees and immigrants is a matter 
of faith. 
  
We have prepared talking points (see below) to 
provide a better understanding and further 
clarification on what sanctuary means for you 
and your congregations. We acknowledge this 
will look different in different contexts across 
the ELCA. 
  
We also hope this resource will help guide 
conversations with your parishioners and your 
community about what our faith says about 
immigration. 
 
“Welcome one another, therefore, just as 
Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God” (Romans 15:7). 

In Christ, 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 
 
What does becoming a sanctuary denomination 
mean for the ELCA? 
 

• In its simplest form, becoming a sanctuary 
denomination means that the ELCA is publicly 
declaring that walking alongside immigrants 
and refugees is a matter of faith. The ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly, the highest legislative 
authority of the ELCA, declared that when we 
preach on Sunday that Jesus told us to 
welcome, we will use our hands and voices on 
Monday to make sure it happens. 

 

• Being a sanctuary denomination does not call 
for any person, congregation or synod to 
engage in any illegal actions. 

 

• We have a broken system regarding 
immigration, refugees and asylum seekers. 
To declare ourselves a sanctuary church body 
is to say that we seek to provide concrete 
resources to assist the most vulnerable who 
are feeling the sharp edges of this broken 
system. 

 

• Being a sanctuary denomination is about 
loving our neighbors. While we may have 
different ideas about how to fix this broken 
system and may have different ways of loving 
our neighbors, our call to love our neighbor is 
central to our faith. 

 

• Being a sanctuary denomination will look 
different in different contexts. It may mean 
providing space for people to live; providing 
financial and legal support to those who are 
working through the immigration system; or 
supporting other congregations and service 
providers. We cannot mandate or direct our 
congregations and ministries to respond in 
specific ways. Each must work out what this 
means for them in their context. 
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• While we don't yet know the full scope of the 
work that this declaration will open for the 
church, we do know that our faith 
communities are already doing sanctuary 
work. Sanctuary for a congregation may mean 
hosting English as a second Language (ESL) 
classes; marching as people of faith against 
the detention of children and families; 
providing housing for a community member 
facing deportation; or, in some of our 
congregations, having thoughtful 
conversations about what our faith says 
about immigration. All of these are a step 
closer to sanctuary in our faith communities 
and sanctuary in our world for people who 
must leave their homes. 

 

• Except for our members whose ancestors 
were here before European settlement or 
others who were forced to come to the U.S. 
against their will, the ELCA is an immigrant 
church. Our decades long work with 
immigrants and refugees is how we practice 
our faith in the world. Lutherans started 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, 
one of the nine refugee resettlement 
agencies in the U.S. 

 

• At our last churchwide assembly, we also 
committed to walking alongside Central 
American children and families fleeing their 
communities by-passing the AMMPARO 
strategy (Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and 
Opportunities). 

 

• Through the AMMPARO strategy, we are also 
working through our global partners in 
Central America to alleviate the conditions 
that cause people to migrate. We support 
organizations and faith communities that 
work with deported migrants in Central 
America and advocate for the humane 
treatment of immigrants in Mexico. In the 
U.S., we have a network of 151 welcoming 
and sanctuary congregations that are 

committed to working on migration issues 
and a welcome for immigrant communities. 
The church also has five sanctuary synods 
(our regional structures), all of which do work 
with immigrants, refugees and asylum-
seekers. 

 

• In baptism, we are brought into a covenantal 
relationship with Jesus Christ that commits us 
to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
Following the example of Martin Luther, we 
believe that advocacy is a crucial expression 
of baptismal identity. As a church, we have 
advocated for stopping the detention of 
children and families for decades. We have 
spoken out against family separation, sought 
a pathway to citizenship for community 
members who have lived in the U.S. for many 
years, and have taken steps to address the 
root causes of migration in a way that honors 
the humanity in people who must flee. 

 

• Being a sanctuary denomination means that 
we, as church together, want to be public and 
vocal about this work. At the same time, we 
will have conversations about what sanctuary 
means with many of our members and 
discern future action and direction. 
Welcoming people is not a political issue for 
us, it is a matter of faith. 

 
 
For more information on decisions made at the 
2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly visit: 
www.elca.org. 
 

 
 

http://www.elca.org/
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October 13, 2019 

11:00 a.m. 
 
Join us for a joint worship service (10:00 a.m.) 
followed by a Ministry Fair.  It is a time to learn 
more about all the ministries here at St. Mark’s and 
enjoy fun and fellowship. 
 
Each ministry of the congregation is invited to set-
up an information table to highlight the great work 
they do.   
 
Everyone will be invited and encouraged to 
prayerfully consider how they are being called to be 
a part of these ministries.  
 
 

 
 

We wish you a Happy Birthday!!! 
09/09 Victoria Armenta 

9/11 Fay DiSano 
9/12 Pamela Lyons 
9/15 Janice Napier 
9/18 Victor Metz 
9/24 Paul Theiss 

9/25 Norman Skoglund 
9/27 Doris Trean 

 
 

   Upcoming Scripture readings 
 

September 1 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 25:6-7 

Psalm 112 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 

September 8 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 1 
Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-33 

September 15 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 32:7-14 
Psalm 51:1-10 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10 

 
September 22 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Amos 8:4-7 
Psalm 113 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 

 
September 29– 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
Psalm 146 

1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31 

 
October 6 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Psalm 37:1-9 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 
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American Red Cross Adult and Pediatric CPR, AED 
and First Aid Training Available: 
On September 14, 2019 
Class Begins at 9:00 a.m. (8 hr. Course) 
 
Training is provided at no cost and American Red 
Cross-National Certification is $30. Payment is due 
on the day of the class and only cash or checks are 
accepted. (Please make checks out to St Mark’s 
Lutheran Church).  The class size is restricted to 10 
students. To sign up today please email Ron 
Armenta at ron@stmarksfairfield.org. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

11th Annual Golf Tournament 

 
Sign up by August 30 to reserve your 

spot. Contact Janelle at 
jazevedo@telstarinc.com!

 
 

  
 

Our 2019 Project 
 
This year our youth are coordinating with 
Sustainable Solano to participate a tree 
planting event in Fairfield for “God’s Work, Our 
Hands” Sunday, September 8. We will gather at 
St. Mark’s at 1:00 p.m.  Our groups will then be 
dispersed to different sites where we will plant 
some new trees!  
 
All members of the Congregation are 
encouraged to participate. 
 
Please contact Ron Armenta at 
ron@stmarksfairfield.org to volunteer for this 
service filled event.                  

 
 

mailto:jazevedo@telstarinc.com
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Manna Food Pantry 
 
Manna Food Pantry is a ministry of St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church and Preschool.  
We exist to serve the needs of people in 
our community.  There are no 
requirements for receiving food. All are 
welcome! 
 
The Pantry is in need of paper bags and 
canned fruit, please feel free to drop off 
bags during office hours Monday-Friday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
 

Holy Family Old Catholic 

Church 

Food Pantry 
 

Every 2nd Saturday 
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

(distributed from the Manna Food 
Pantry at St. Mark’s) 

 

 
St. Mark’s is pleased to host the Contra Costa & 
Solano County Food Bank on our campus.  Food 
is distributed from the Manna Food Pantry door 
on our campus.  Here are more details: 

 

Fairfield Senior Food Program 

Distribution Schedule for 2019 

at St. Mark’s, Fairfield 
 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

 
June 5 and 19 
July 3 and 17 

August 7 and 21 
September 4 and 18 

October 2 and 16 

 

Food Assistance Program 
Second Wednesday 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
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                                                 Join us for worship… 

Sundays 

9:45 a.m. Traditional Service with Children’s Church 

10:45 a.m. Fellowship 

11:15 Adult Education Hour 

11:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 

 
St. Mark’s Mission 
To Nurture Discipleship, Communicate the Gospel and Serve the Community. 
 
 

St. Mark’s Vision 
To transform each church member into Christ-led disciples, nurtured and equipped by God’s Word, whose 
purpose is to build up the Body of Christ in Solano County and the world. 
 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 
 

1600 Union Avenue, Fairfield, CA  94533 
707-422-4741 

office@stmarksfairfield.org; www.stmarksfairfield.org 
 

                                                                  Rev. Karen Stetins, Senior Pastor 
Ron Armenta, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 

Semyon Lohss, Accompanist, Choral Director 
Alicia Henderson, Office Administrator 

Lucille Bowers, Preschool Director 
Michelle Aas, SMLC's bookkeeper 

 
Council Members 

Janelle Jolley (President), Dan DiSano (Vice President), Jeff Thoma (Secretary), 
Nancy Huston (Finance Chair), Dave McCallum & Ruth Sweatt (Members at Large), 
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Linda Frogget (Financial Secretary), Lew Broschard (Treasurer) 


