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NOTE: 11:00 Contemporary Service will begin at a later date. 
 
 
Pastor’s Thoughts 
September brings yet another month of change and questions about the pandemic and what that means for us 
as a worshipping community. When will worship in person?  What will that look like?  Will it last once we start 
again? 
 
What we do know…God is at work in our world.  God does not cause pandemics or societal issues, but God has 
something to say about them all.  God tells us in the story of Joseph how to use what we see as “bad” for good. 
So much good has come out of this pandemic.  We have become more creative in our communications.  We 
have paid more attention to being in touch with those who are alone or isolated.  We have used technology in 
new ways to keeps us connect.  
 
God uses protests and voices to remind us that the kingdom of God has not fully come and that we are God’s 
hands and feet right here and now to listen to the voices of the oppressed – stand with them – and work for 
equality in all aspects of human life. Our job is never done.  Our calling never changes.  St. Paul reminds us that 
all our giftedness is given to use for the building up of the kingdom – period. How are you building the kingdom 
today? How can we build the kingdom together? 
 
It is a challenging time, true.  We have gotten more creative in the ways we stay connected and live thought this 
pandemic. Now it is time to get creative in answering the call to build the kingdom.  Let’s work together to make 
it happen! 
 
Blessings always, 

 
Pastor Karen, Senior Pastor 
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We are praying for…  
Our members:  
Lew Broschard, Judith Eckhart, Lynn Hallahan, 
Sarajane Hakenen, Jim Hanser and family, Pamela 
Lyons, Karen Mullin, Cheryl Rasmussen, and 
Josephine Lord-Traughber.  

 
Our homebound:  
Sylvia Buringrud, Bev Duncan, Anita East, Bob 
Evans, Alice Freeman, Margaret Heins, Barbara 
Patterson, Pat McKillips, Nina Pfeifer, Shirley Quinn, 
and Norm Skoglund. 

 
Our friends and loved ones:  
Erik Andrin, Gul Banoo, Adrian Butler, Melissa (Lou) 
Christianson, Karen Digman, Marianne Falkner, 
Rhonda Francis, Tori Francis, Pam Houghton, Paul 
Landahl, Kelly Marston, Danielle Neuner, Wayne 
Poulsen, Florence Stuart, Erica Toste, Ron Vang, 
Mary Vigliezone, Frank Walker, Robert Williamson 
and family, and Darrel Wood. 
 
Those who are mourning: 
The Hanson Family (Pam Lyons cousin Brian Hanson 
who has passed away.) 
 
Our sympathy… 
We give God thanks for the life of our member, Tom 
Wood who died of on July 15, 2020. Please 
remember his family in your prayers. 
 
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date. 
Especially the friends list. If a someone is doing well, 
please let us know. If you would like to add 
someone, please call the office (707) 422-4741 or 
email office@stmarksfairfield.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you a Happy Birthday!!! 
 

09/04 Brett Breeding 
09/09 Victoria Armenta 

09/11 Fay DiSano 
09/12 Pamela Lyons 

09/12 Leia Saielli 
09/18 Vic Metz 

09/18 Nancy Satterford 
09/22 Zach Saielli 
09/24 Paul Theiss 

09/25 Norman Skoglund 
 

 
 

 

Happy Anniversary  
 

09/04 Larry & Barbara Nelson 
09/25 Janelle & Bob Jolley 

09/25 Rene & Tammy Borjorquez 
 
 

 
 

mailto:office@stmarksfairfield.org
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SMLC Golf Tournament 

 
Telstar has decided to postpone the golf 
tournament due to COVID-19. The new date is May 
15, 2021.  
 
 
 

 

Amazon Smile 

 
Remember to support St. Mark’s Lutheran Church  
every time you order from Amazon!  Sign up for 
Amazon Smile at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-
2635284. Let them know that you want .5% of 
qualifying purchases to be given to St. Mark’s.  This 
is a great way to support our ministry and doesn’t 
cost you a cent!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Financial 

Update 

 

 
The Church Council would like to thank all our 
members and friends who have been faithful givers 
even when we cannot worship together.  We are 
blessed to be a part of a generous community here 
at St. Mark’s. Your tithes and offerings are helping 
us keep our commitments to our campus, our staff, 
our community, and the wider church. 
 
Here are a few ways you can continue to support 
our ministry: 

 
Four Ways To Give 

 
• stmarksfairfield.org: Go to our church's 

website, click on GIVING at the top, set up a 
profile or log in. 

 
• GivePlus Mobile App: download this app to 

your phone from the App Store or Play Store. 
Either log in using your profile information 
you use at stmarksfairfield.org/giving or 
create a new profile. This app is user friendly 
is customized for St. Marks. 

 
• Text "funds" (quotes not required) to 707-

929-4175: the first time you do this, a 
weblink will be texted back to you. Follow 
that link and provide your email, address and 
debit/credit card info. When that's done, 
you're all set up and you can enter whatever 
amount you want to the funds that are listed. 
If you don't see a fund you want to donate 
to, send an email to 
financechair@stmarksfairfield.org and we 
can add funds. More info can be found 
here: GivePlus Text Quick Guide 

 
• Mail a check to the church office. You can 

send your donation (checks only please) to 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 1600 Union Ave. 
Fairfield, CA 94533. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2635284
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2635284
https://files.constantcontact.com/602453b9001/16b7d4b3-5a2e-4437-819a-e361e19e8081.pdf
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Second mile giving - September 

2020 

 
Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, 
healing and renewal to those whose lives have 
been disrupted by disasters, in the United 
States and around the world. When the dust 
settles and the headlines change, we stay to 
provide ongoing assistance to those in need. 
Internationally and throughout the United 
States, Lutheran Disaster Response makes sure 
that each community receives the physical, 
mental and emotional care needed to recover 
from a disaster. In the United States, Lutheran 
Disaster Response works through 39 local 
affiliates across the country to respond to a 
disaster from a local level. This is a crucial 
element of our work because each affiliate has 
the partnerships, the connections, and the 
history with the community to help determine 
what is needed for the recovery work – these 
organizations provide help to affected 
homeowners and communities by helping them 
muck out, clean-up and rebuild. Internationally, 
we work through the long-standing 
relationships of the ELCA with global 
companions and partners. These relationships 
allow, Lutheran Disaster Response to take into 
account not only the immediate needs of the 
moment but the longterm goals of the 
communities in which we engage. Through your 
generous gifts we have the staying power to be 
there as long as needed. Thanks to you, 
Lutheran Disaster Response is in it for the long 
haul. 
 
 

 
 

Council Highlights 
The SMLC Council met on Thursday, August 13, 
2020.  Here are some highlights from that meeting: 

• Pastor Karen led with a devotion and prayer. 

• Minutes and committee reports were approved. 

• Sharon Muñoz confirmed that she is working on 
an anti-racism program for the congregation. 

• We received an update on the Little Free Library 
– construction should be complete by the 
middle of August; placement will be end of 
August or early September depending on 
weather. 

• Pres. Chernock is trying to find a workable time 
for the nominating committee to get started. 

• Finance Report indicated a stable financial 
picture for the end of July.  Stew Irwin is 
working on reports to have PPP loan forgiven. 

• Preschool utility contribution process was 
affirmed. Council forgave approximately $1,600 
in utility bills owed by the Preschool since our 
PPP loan has covered the utilities for the last 
several months. 

• Preschool Board members were elected:  Tracy 
Camara, President and June Johnson, Treasurer. 

• The Preschool budget was approved as 
presented. 

• Council approved additional payment for 
security cameras and installation. 

• Council agreed that SMLC would not host 
weddings until further notice. 

• Council approved Chapter 4 of the Operations 
Manual as submitted by the review committee. 

• President Chernock noted that we are looking 
for a new webmaster or group to keep our 
website inviting and up-to-date. 
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Adult Bible Studies 
 
Tuesday morning Bible Study 
Jesus: Divine and Human 
On hold until further notice. 
 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Catch this fantastic opportunity on Zoom each 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. To be added to the invite 
list contact Jim Hanser at 
hanserjames@comcast.net. 
 
Seeker’s Circle  
Seekers Circle at 9:30 a.m. on the second Thursday 
of the month via Zoom. Contact Diane Metz if you'd 
like to join the group by emailing 
DLMetz6@gmail.com.  
 
Diane Metz will send copies for August of the Bible 
Study if participants don't subscribe to the Gather 
Magazine. Please contact Diane for a copy whether 
you choose to join the group via Zoom or not.  
 
Youth Group Update 
Youth Group will be held outside in the grassy area 
(to practice social distancing) every Wednesday at 
6:30 PM. Join us for a lesson and other fun 
activities! Please bring remember to bring a mask or 
one can be provided for you. For updates, please 
contact Sharon at (707) 688-5051. 
 

Genesis Update 

Genesis Live! is undergoing 
some changes and will be 
back online on September 

9th. Subscribe to the new Genesis YouTube channel 
@https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTTNSNDq
bBYHKwNZuqDm1HQ 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Scripture readings 

 
 

September 6– Lectionary 23 (Pent 14) 
Ezekiel 33:7-11 

Psalm 119:33-40 
Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 18:15-20 
 

September 13- Lectionary 24 (Pent 15) 
Genesis 50:15-21 

Psalm 103: [1-7] 8-13 
Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 
 

September 20 – Lectionary 25 (Pent 16) 
Jonah 3:10-4:11 
Psalm 145:1-8 

Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 

 
September 27- Lectionary 26 (Pent 17) 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Psalm 25:1-9 

Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

 
October 4- Lectionary 27 (Pent 18) 

Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:7-15 

Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hanserjames@comcast.net
mailto:DLMetz6@gmail.com
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Friends in Christ: 

St. Mark’s Council met in August 

via zoom. Among the more 

notable issues: 

• We are still receiving 

regular donations from our dedicated St. 

Mark’s family for which we are ever SO 

grateful! 

• St. Mark’s Preschool will open with State 

guidelines which also include having less 

students (and therefore less income).  The 

Council felt very strongly that we want this 

ministry to succeed and voted unanimously 

that we could forgive some of the billing 

we usually charge (Up to $2000.00).  

• We are still looking for volunteers to do a 

long-overdue audit. (Anyone?) 

• Reports have validated that our new 

“Streaming” technology is substantially 

better than ever. 

• The church handbook has received final 

“blessings” and will be made available to all 

members for review prior to our next 

Congregational Meeting. 

• Pastor is taking August 22 through 28 for 

vacation.  She will only miss one church 

service.  Her service and dedication is 

exceptional and everyone wished her a 

very restful experience (even if we almost 

had to FORCE her to take some time for 

herself!) 

• The Little Free Libraries are built and are 

intended to be installed soon.  Seriously 

now, who would have ever guessed that 

the actual installation would be postponed 

until the 100+ degree weather subsides 

and the concrete can be safely poured and 

cured? 

• We still need one more person to volunteer 

for the nominating committee.  Please pray 

on it. 

• The Fairfield Community Services 

Foundation has done it again – miracle 

upon miracle.  This time they have pledged 

$4800 per month to our Food Pantry.  

What can one even say to that much love 

and dedication? 

• The new members of the Preschool Board 

will be named and ratified in September. 

 

All in all, St. Mark’s is weathering this calamitous 

period way better than might be expected. Never 

the less, it appears to be quite difficult for all of us 

to NOT focus and dwell on the numerous “hits” our 

world is continuing to receive in 2020.  Disaster and 

doom talk somehow works itself into every 

conversation. I’ve met people who have even come 

to the conclusion (wrongly) that “rock bottom” may 

actually have a basement. 

 

On the flip side, when I talk to people who I 

consider to be grown-up Christians, (for lack of a 

better term) they remind me that when I replace 

“why is this happening to us” in our sentences with 

“what is God trying to show us,” everything 

changes.  We all KNOW God is in charge but 

apparently that truth tends to slip from our 

thoughts during difficult times.  

 

We tend to forget that: when God wants us to 

grow, God makes us uncomfortable. When we are 

uncomfortable, God is up to something. There is a 

reason we are “enduring” 2020. Trust the process!  

God’s got this! 

I think this holds for churches as well as individuals.  

I’ve heard almost universal commitment to make St. 

Mark’s come out of these difficulties BETTER than 

when we started - and I can’t find a single reason 

why we can’t! I don’t know what “better” looks like 

just yet, but I do know it’s up to EACH ONE US! If we 

want to start a new chapter here, we can’t wait for 

the page to turn itself! 

 

Ok, that was a little preachy, I know.  Maybe it 

would be less so if I confess to you that I’ve actually 

been talking here - to me! 

 

Whatever else is forgotten in these times, never 

forget that God thought us worth dying for. 

Michael 
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The Manna Food 

Pantry 

 
Manna Food Pantry is a ministry of St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church and Preschool. Food pantry hours 
are every Tuesday from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. There are 
no requirements for receiving food. All are 
welcome!  
 
The Pantry is in need of paper bags and non-
perishable food, please feel free to drop off items 
during office hours Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 
We are grateful to the volunteers who make the 
Pantry food distribution possible: 

• Bette Noll, Director 

• Lew Broschard, Treasurer 

• Christina Griffin 

• Fong Vu 

• Teresa Butte 

• Mel Goetz 

• Fred Goetz 

• Sharon Vallero 

• Mike Morris 

• Lane Morris 

• Les Johnsen 

• Linda Frogget 

• Jeff Bailey 
Please be sure to say a special “thank you” to these 
folks if you have a chance. 

 

 

Fairfield Senior Food Program 

Distribution Schedule for 2020 

at St. Mark’s, Fairfield 
 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

 
September 2 & 16 

October 7 & 21 
November 4 & 18 
December 2 & 16 

 

Food Assistance Program 
Second Wednesday 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
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Join us for worship every Sunday 

9:00 a.m.  Live streaming Service 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/SMLCFairfield (or click HERE)and on YouTube at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-E3cZfy_c-Y (or click HERE) 
 
 

St. Mark’s Mission: To Nurture Discipleship, Communicate the Gospel and Serve the Community. 
 
St. Mark’s Vision: To transform each church member into Christ-led disciples, nurtured and equipped by God’s Word, 
whose purpose is to build up the Body of Christ in Solano County and the world. 
 

St. Mark’s Welcoming Statement: Adopted January 19, 2020 
“We are St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where everyone is welcomed and everyone is loved. We invite 
all into the grace, love and acceptance we have from God. We welcome YOU: who you are, as you 
are.  

• All who are single, married, partnered, divorced, with or without children 

• All sexual orientations, gender identities and gender expressions  

• All racial, ethnic, and social backgrounds  

• All who are homed or homeless  

• All who are struggling with addictions or other personal hardships  

• All ages and levels of physical and mental health and abilities  

•  

• All faith backgrounds, those questioning their faith and those new to faith  
We invite you to fully participate in the life and ministry of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where we seek to share God’s 
love and grace through word and action.” 

 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 
1600 Union Avenue, Fairfield, CA  94533 

707-422-4741 
office@stmarksfairfield.org; www.stmarksfairfield.org 

 
Rev. Karen Stetins, Senior Pastor 

Sharon Munoz, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 
Semyon Lohss, Accompanist, Choral Director 
Roland Lubin, Contemporary Music Director 

Alicia Henderson, Office Administrator 
Lucille Bowers, Preschool Director 
Michelle Aas, SMLC's bookkeeper 

 
Council Members 

Michael Chernock (President), June Johnsen (Vice President), Janelle Jolley (Secretary), 
Nancy Huston (Finance Chair), Dave McCallum & Ruth Sweatt (Members at Large). 

 
Elected Leaders 

Linda Frogget (Financial Secretary), Lew Broschard (Treasurer) 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqqSW7NJcS8MK-FsK2c-iJiDmtNwL91sSWxcAVxVI9X8LxbG0b8Brz32nOQEXm4HpDpTA3VJVyNUjVm151tLL0ObONKlpdtUDvUrGwpkJsVB1e-D7AmFBofE=&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqngBJ1lXIqFeUV1LECD2Rd0xMQiek9lnvoQCHW_sEcg-CDm6en38b6ugoa7xFAvLkuoXwa4CEslfK-TTpj6lHFwZusna8g5PXIQHNMN5YYiZ&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqofEQj9rfX0IcvYZPo40vOJxMHW-Nytvih_nm9nAPmUng-Jp09irc5xE-CoHAMb3esi479hX7Ib3Gff8lLU39CvXzKUGGpqopOwLZ0MJHotNsofue5ARmoolYERrT8KuZg==&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqofEQj9rfX0IcvYZPo40vOJxMHW-Nytvih_nm9nAPmUng-Jp09irc5xE-CoHAMb3esi479hX7Ib3Gff8lLU39CvXzKUGGpqopOwLZ0MJHotNsofue5ARmoolYERrT8KuZg==&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==

